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A BROTHERHOOD ACAINST TOTALITARIAN ENACTMENTS

. - .

The Swap Meet is over, and your yard can hold no more ... it's time to go riding to another Swap Meet!
Look inside for New Event Annolncements and check out the Calendar in the center for a good ride.
\ INSIDE .. LEGISLATIVE NEWS, CHAPTER REPORTS, EVENT FLYERS, AND MORE!

BATE is an organization dedicated to freedom of the road, raising public awareness through education, political and
community action and charitable deeds. Membership is open to anyone (18 years or older) interested in promoting
~~#freedom, whether or not you own or ride a motorcycle. The structure of ABATE is basic: Grassroots. Join us.
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ABATE of Washin

gton State Officers and Voting Chairmen

State Office ABATE of WA Mem No. | Expires [P.0. Box 8369 Tacoma, WA 98418-0369  |425-643-9675 |abateofwa@aol.com
Coordinator Steve Ellis 2344 |12/99 |2618 - 146th Ave SE Bellevue, WA 98007 425-643-9675 |abateofwa@aol.com
Eastside Dep. Coor.  [Jay Hanson 14089 | 6/99 |70 Gulden Road Mabton, WA 98935 509-894-4871 '
Westside Dep. Coor.  [Bob Houk 13787 1/00 |6421 S Prospect St Tacoma, WA 98409 253-473-2276 |housekat@earthlink.net
Secretary Marty Lee 10105| 2/00 (4330-S K" St Tacoma, WA 98408 253-474-7152  |bike @sttl.uswest.net

: T houseka ink.
Treasurer Vickie Houk . [13360 7/99 6421 S Prospect St [Tacoma, WA 98409 953-473-2076 faiugga_;?;jg:ﬂ“" net
Security Coordinator  |Big Mike Kingery 2456 | 2/99 |4000 - 76th StNE, #7  |Marysville, WA 98270 360-653-8551 |sevenfoottwo @aol.com
Ambassador | Swede Matzek 4057 | Life |P.O.Box 7129 Olympia, WA 98507-7129  |360-894-3666 |wilderider@aol.com
Ambassador 2 Lee Fors 14244 9/99 (P.O. Box 975 Tacoma, WA 98401-0975  |253-531-9687

Chapter Representatives
Rich Bright 13860 6/99 |P.O. Box 293 Selah, WA 98942
Central WA, Okanogan, Southeast, Spokane

Position 1 509-697-9877

Position 2 Indian Mike Griffth  [15207] 1/00 [P.0. Box 415 |Onalaska, WA 98570 |350-330-8486 |
Gig Harbor, Lewis Co, Olympia, Pacific Co, Southwest, Grays Harbor
Position 3 BigD 14214] 9/03 [P.0. Box 525 |seatie, WA 98111-0525 2062151150 |
East Pierce Co, Eastside, Nisqually, Rat City, So King Co, Tacoma
Position 4 Sunshine | 1883 | 9/99 [P.0. Box 414 |Clinton, WA 98236 |360-678-2119 [harley @whidbey.com

Bellingham, Island Co, Kitsap Co, No Snohomish, Sno-King, Sky Valley, No Kitsap Co :
Chairmen and Committees e

Ambassadorat Lg1  |Gramps Anderson 3596 | Life |1561 Railroad Ave Shelton, WA 98584 360-427-9482

AmbassadoratLg2  |Dennis Hanson 15185 1/00 360-978-4120 fﬂ;ﬁ%‘;‘mﬂmﬁm@
By-Laws Executive Board P.0. Box 8369 Tacoma, WA 98418-0369  |425-643-9675 |abateofwa@aol.com
Chaplain Preacher Mike Armold |11129{10/98 |P.O. Box 7192 Kennewick, WA 99336 509-582-5803

Assistant Chaplain Ranger Ric Sanders 12589 9/99 |2205 Juniper Street Oroville, WA 98844 509-476-3626 |rsanders @nvinet.com’
Communications Jo Breneman 14136 6/99 45402 North River Road |Benton City, WA 99320 *  |509-588-5605 |bajofcourage @msn.com
Education Program Lenny Pletsch 14651| 9/99 (118 Upper Naselle Rd  [Naselle, WA 98638 360-484-7226

Fall Bash . |Central WA Chapter P.0. Box 293 Selah, WA 98942 500-697-9877 |brightnot@aol.com
Legislative Texas Larry Walker 11464 4/99 [P.0. Box 216 Southworth, WA 98386 |360-871-2654 :;\::I;?;i!@;ap.lib.wa.us
Membership Mailman 1293 | 8/99 |P.O. Box 8369 Tacoma, WA 98418-0369 253-474-7739 |mailman@seanet.com
Newsletter Editor  [Helen Wolte 14245 9/99 [P.0. Box 8369 Tacoma, WA 98418.0369 253474779 |TTllnan @seanet com
On-Line Committee  [Marty Lee 10105| 2/00 |4330 S K" Street Tacoma, WA 98408 253-474-7152  |bike@sttl.uswest.net
Parliamentarian

Products Peaches 14235 4/99 (1516 -211th StE Spanaway, WA 98387 253-847-3813 |dogwwjd @mci2000.com
Public Relations :
Quartermaster Jim Blowers 12614 [10/99|3416 - 102nd Ave NE  |Lake Stevens, WA 98258 425-334-4547 |donnablowe @acl.com
Safety Steve Ellis 2344 [12/99 |2618 - 146th Ave SE Bellevue, WA 98007 425-643-9675 |abateofwa@aol.com
Spring Opener Jay Hanson 14089| 6/99 |70 Gulden Road Mabton, WA 98935 509-894-4871

Spring/Fall Swap Meet (Buck Kelley 14529 6/99 |P.0.Box 2111 |Snohomish, WA 98291-2111 |360-568-2868 |buxhog@premiert.net i J
Webmaster Randy Slape 12816 4/99 |P.O. Box 5367 Lynnwood, WA 98046-5367 [425-673-0317 |zogt@halcyon.com ]

Pace 2
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Chapter

ABATE oF WASHINGTON CHAPTERS

Member ; . . . :

; Expi dr 5 :
& Coordinator No |Expires| Address Phone E-mail Business Meeting Time & Location
Bellingham P.O. Box 2560 360-757-1358 2nd Tues, 7 pm at Mt Baker MC Clubhouse,
Marjorie Dannenmiller | 3539 | 6/99 [Ferndale, WA 98248 4214 Hannegan Rd, Bellingham
Central Washington P.0. Box 293 by : 1st Mon, 7 pm at :
Rich Bright 13860 | 6/99 |Selah, WA 98942 PURSUTOTT |praninct@acloom ok Couiity Bl o Yalima Valloy Ml
East Pierce County P.0. Box 4961 _ dogwwjd@ ’ . j
Dennis Unk Patterson | 14562 | 2/99 |Spanaway, WA 98387-4961 |2>0 473813 | o 00.c0m 91 et R e, calfor meeling locations,
Eastside P.0. Box 3361 Bt 2nd Wed, 7 pm at Overlake Round Table Pizza,
Gerry Gertschitz 14338 | 6/99 |Redmond, WA 98073-3361 | 427454077 [hdgympS5@aolcom  fycc N ot Sireet. Redmond/Bellevae
Gig Harbor P.O. Box 414 053.884-5077 2nd Sun, 5:00 pm at
Handyman Mike Bessett | 15004 | 2/99 |Vaughn, WA 98394 Dist 16 Firehouse #3, Lakebay
Grays Harbor P.0. Box 1032 253-691-1567 dustypam@ 1st Sat, 7:30 pm at
Fat Pat Prankster 14692 | 10/98 |Aberdeen, WA 98520 techline.com Pearsal Building, Aberdeen
Island County P.O. Box 414 P : 1st & 3rd Sun 12 pm at
Sunshine 1883 | 9/99 |Clinton, WA 98236 360-678-0119 fharley @whidbey.com 432 Fellowship Hall, Langley
Kitsap County P.O. Box 1402 360-830-4744 1st Thurs, 8 pm at
Todd Snyder 13257 | 8/98 |Bremerton, WA 98337 American Legion Hall #149, Bremerton
Lewis County P.O. Box 415 360-330-8486 1st & 3rd Wed, 7:30 pm at
Indian Mike Griffith 15207 | 1/00 |Onalaska, WA 98570 American Legion Hall, 111 W Main, Centralia
Nisqually _|P.O. Box 2306 e 1st Mon, 7:30 pm at Yelm Sr Ctr across from
Rich Roe 234 | 5/99'|Velm, WA 98597 it i b T S

Jrth Kitsap P.O. Box 694 360-479-4923 1st Wed, 7 pm at

ert Montgomery 14684 | 10/99 [Poulsbo, WA 98370 The Mucky Duck Restaurant in Poulsho
North Snohomish County P.0. Box 1756 Uy : 3rd Thurs, 7:30 pm at
Jason McCarter 15196 | 1/99 [Marysville, WA 98270 360495276 laybrd76@aclcom  fakis Pizza, 9330 State Ave, Marysill
Okanogan County P.0. Box 1481 509-826-6183 1st Sun, 10 am at
Allen Fisher 6493 | 1/00 |{Omak, WA 98841 Eagles in Okanogan
Olympia 21734 Hobson Rd SE N e 1st & 3rd Thurs, 7:30 pm at
Swede Matzek 4057 | Life |Yelm, WA 98597 360-884:2845 |widerider@aol.com Dirty Dave's Pizza Parlor, Martin Way, Olympia
Pacific County P.O. Box 587 i 1st Sat, 10 am at
Lenny Pletsch 14651 | 9/99 |South Bend, WA 98586 e Hunter's Inn, Naselle
Rat City P.0. Box 46245 006-243-6935 |'aura_unuh@ 2nd Tues, 7 pm at County Line Restaurant,
Laura Unruh 14929 | 7/99 |Seattle, WA 98126 continentalinc.com 8456 Dallas Ave So, Seattle
Sky Valley 221 S Lewis : : 2nd Wed, 7 pm at
JC Reece 14910 | 7/99 (Monroe, WA 98272 429-486-6883 jreecejc@aol.com Monroe Eagles, 114 No Lewis St, Monroe
Sno-King . P.0. Box 5367 o : 3rd Thurs, 7 pm at
Carol Kraemer 11057 | 9/99 [Lynnwood, WA 98046-5367 e e the Cascade Restaurant, south Everett
South King County P.0. Box 2162 LRS- : 2nd Mon, 7 pm at Vito's Town & Country,
James Ulery 15100 6/99 [Aubumn, WA 98071-2162 o et g1 Qecpeinel 3805 Auburn Way North, Auburn
Southeast P.0. Box 1096 500-588-5605 |fadworthy@ 2nd Tues, 7 pm at
Mark Colling 14375 | 7/99 |Richland, WA 99352 webbworks.com Eagles Lodge, Pasco
Southwest 2455 NE 3rd Avenue 360-834-3091 2nd Mon, 7:30 pm at Pied Piper Pizza,
Norm Ferguson 12233 | 3/99 [Camas, WA 98607 12300 - 4th Plain Rd, Vancouver, WA
Spokane P.O. Box 10614 A AL LB 2nd Thurs, 7 pm at
Arlis Elkins 14884 | 6/99 |Spokane, WA 99205 PSRRI [lkns@iony.com The Wild Horse Saloon in the Argonne Village
Tacoma P.O. Box 975 Ead : 1st Wed, 7:30 pm at the Fife Senior-Community
Quss ASTRO Orr 2099 | 12/00 |Tacoma, WA 984010975 [203:531-2909 |mailman@seanetoom |- s 114 satn Ave E. Fife

Please send corrections to: ABATE of Washington Newsletter, PO Box 8369, Tacoma, WA 98418-0369, 253-474-7739, mailman@seanet.com, fax 253-572-3630
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Want to

Advertise?

the 10th of the month. The newsletter is distributed
about three weeks later during the first week of each
month. See the chart below for pricing. Event flyer rates

AD 1 3 6 12 EVENT
RATES month | months | months | months | FLYERS*
Business Card
2 x 3347 $10.00 25.00 45.00 75.00 —
Cost per month 10.00 8.33 7.50 6.25
Quarter Page !
3-3(4 x 4-3(8" 18.00 45.00 80.00 140.00 5.00
Cost per month 18.00 15.00 13,33 11.67
Half Page
4-3(8 x 7-1(2” 25.00 70.00 130.00 210.00 10.00
Cost per month 25.00 23.33 21.67 17.50
Full Page
7-1/2 x 8-3/4” 40.00 115.00 215.00 340.00 20.00
Cost per month 40.00 38.33 35.83 28.33

* ABATE CHAPTERS RECEIVE $40 OF FREE FLYER SPACE PER YEAR FOR FUND
RAISING EVENTS: 2 FuLL, 4 HALF, 8 QTR PAGES IN ANY COMBINATION,

apply to non-ABATE groups IF all profits
go to charity. Send the following: the ad
(ready to scan), it’s size, duration,
payment, your name, mailing address,
phone number and e-mail address if
applicable. Make your check payable to:
ABATE of Washington

Then mail it to:

ABATE of Washington

State Newsletter

P.O. Box 8369

Tacoma, WA 98418-0369

Funds are processed by the State
Treasurer, then sent to the Newsletter
Editor. Please allow time for this.

THANK You FOR SUPPORTING
ABATE OF WASHINGTor'\_/

HOW TO SUBMIT STUFF TO THE STATE NEWSLETTER

Use fax, US Mail or e-mail, type or hand write it, but send it to the editor no later than the 10th of each
month. The newsletter is distributed 3 weeks later around the first of each month.

Sign your name let me know if you are a member of ABATE. Non-members are welcome to submit
material, but members are given priority over non in case of a lack of space. Also, if I have questions
about what you submit I may need to contact you. Nothing anonymous gets in (lets the reader consider
the source), but I won’t publish personal information like phone numbers or addresses unless you specify.
Photographs: Give credit to the photographer, identify who or what is in the picture by captioning it
preferably on the back. Dating it would help too. Let me know if you want them returned to you

Editor reserves the right to refuse to print any article or photograph.

Pace 4

& mailed by MailMedia, 2505 Frank Albert Road, Fife, WA 98424

Published monthly by ABATE of Washington.
Circulation 1750. Editor, Helen Wolfe.
Contact: ABATE of Washington, State Newsletter
P.O. Box 8369, Tacoma, WA 98418-0369

253-474-7739, fax 253-572-3630, “mailman@seanet.com”

ABATE of Washington is a non-profit organization, but is not classified as a “charity*.
- For that reason a tax credit cannot be taken for making a charitable donation to

ABATE of Washington, however, a business can use their
: advertising payment as an expense of their business.
This newsletter is printed by WebCraft, 2521 Pacific Highway East, Fife, WA 98424 253-922-9455

253-926-2600

)

S U bm lt your ad with payment no later than



Marcti 1, 12272

{

ABATE oF WaSHINGTON NEWSLETTER

Vorume 21, Issue 3

- TABLE OF CONTENTS
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CONTACLT INFORMATION FOR OFFICERS, LHAIRS, CHAPTERS 2 -3  PALIFIC COUNTY CHAPTER'S 101 RuN FLYER ; 21
ADVERTISING INFORMATION 4 MREF BEST oF THe WeEST FLYERS 22-23
TABLE OF CONTENTS - You ARE HERE & WE® ADDRESSES 5 MRFS 1999 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA BY CHARLIE WILLIAMS 24-24,
MOTORLYCLE AWARENESS INSTRUCTOR SiGNuP FORM b SoutH King CO CHAPTER LTH AnNUAL DART THROW FLYER 25
DAFETY & EDUCATION REPORT BY LENNY PLETSCH T CALENDAR OF EVENTS 28-29
EASTSIDE DEP. LOOR, LANDIDATE STATEMENTS % Meweerstip REPORT BY MAILMAN %0
EASTSIDE LHAP‘I.’EF-‘ REPORT BY ROBIN LLARK 8 TACOMA CHAPTER. REPORT BY MAILMAN =
EAsTs‘DE.C'“AWEF“s ST PATRICK'S DAY RUN Fivep 1 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED BY DECURITY LOOR MIKE KINGERY -3
LeWl> £0 CAAPYER RERORT PY GEORGENE Hakpell i PACIFIC NW MUSEUM OF MOTORLYCLING ARCHIVE ARTICLE 32-33%
SW CHAPTER REPORT BY BARBARA FULLER 10
ABATE oF OF Fosoi Fiver = DPOKANE CHAPTER REPORT BY ARLIS ELKING 34
A LETTER TO HELEN AND MAILMAN 12 ::Zi::i ;\rg:zzlﬂﬁz:::iﬂtni::n?vm :ﬁ
RAT CiTy CHAPTER REPORT BY PETE 12
LEGISLATIVE REPORT BY TEXAS LARRY WALKER % P cereeraTion oF LiFe 8Y J0 BRENEMAN 28
PRODUCTS REPORT BY PEACHES ' 14 NORTH SNOHOMISH L0 CH REPORT BY MELANIE BLOWERS 4o
BASH Easter BASHKET RUN FLYER 15 CLASSIFIED ADS 4
OLYMPIA CHAPTER BIKE BLESSING FLYER b PELLINGHAM CHAPTER REPORT BY DAVE CHESSON 4
SN0 - KING CHAPTER REPORT FROM THE WONTON PT OF VW M-13  UNDERSTANDING GLOBAL HARMONIZATION BY MARK BUCKNER | 43-47
SKY VALLEY REPORT BY RACHELLE WILDCAT WHITLEY 18 COAST T0 LOAST PIKER NEWS BY BILL BisH 49-52
EAST PIERCE COUNTY CHAPTER REPORT BY PEACHES 18 Glo HARBOR CHAPTER REPORT BY HANDYMAN 52
NISQUALLY CHAPTER REPORT BY RicH RDE & LADONNA ROE 19 CHAPLAIN'G CORNER BY ReV. RANGER Ric 53
“'oRTH KITSAP CHAPTER REPORT BY STEVE MCDERMOTT 20  FROM THE GUNNY'S SACK BY GUNNY, DR AIM CHIEF OF STAFF] 54-55
LIFIC COUNTY CHAPTER REPORT BY LENNY PLETSCH 20  NCOM ConvenTiON FLYER 50

Take it Easy, Wayne (360) 697-8609

lease send all website updates to the new webmaster, Randy Slape at zogt@halcyon.com. Any ABATE
chapter wanting a website hosted under www.abate-wa.org (see N Kitsap website) can have the server
_ space with mailboxes for a measly $12/month. Just contact Wayne to have it set up.

ABATE of Washington

http://www.abate-wa.org

' Washington State Legislature Home Page

http://www.leg.wa.gov/wsladm/default.htm

Eastside Chapter

http://escabate.cjb.net

North Kitsap Chapter

http://www.abate-wa.org/northkitsap

Olympia Chapter

http://members.aol.com/wilderider

South King Co Chapter

http://skcc.cjb.net

MoM (Pacific NW Museum of Motorcycling)

http://www.micapeak.com/VME

AMA (American Motorcyclist Association)

http://www.ama-cycle.org

BCCOM, Craig Heale

http://www.bccom-bc.com

MRF (Motorcycle Riders Foundation)

Http://www.mrf.org

\..;owlitz County ABATE

http:// www.cowlitzabate.org

Pace O
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MARCH 13TH, 1999
Time: 11:00 to 4:00 ‘

QUALITY IN AB AT E
CONEFERENGE

ROOM

9920 SOUTH

e \WASH INGTON
TACOMA,

WASHINGTON
253-588-5241

DEDICATED TO FREEDOM OF THE ROAD

¢ Become an ABATE certified Motorcycle Awareness Instructor
¢ On MARCH I3th at 11:00 AM, ABATE will host a certification
class on how to teach the Awareness Training we provide to |
Woashington High Schools. N
¢ Training materials will be available at the class or you can

order them later.

DRIVING INSTRUCTIONS:
1-5 So. Take the South Tacoma Way exit, turn right on South
Tacoma Way, Quality Inn is at the next stop light on the left.

— i — — — T S — G — — — — — —— — — — —— ——— ——
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T i s gt o

ABATE OF WASHINGTON

it s o ) MAIL TO (by Mar 10th:

Tacoma, WA 98418-0369 ABATE OF WASHINGTON

Phone: 425-643-9675 PO Box 8369

feab e Tacoma, WA. 98418-0369 -
E-mail: abateofwa@aol.com e o s s o ——— = = T ———— —— 4
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SAFETY AND EDUCATION BY LENNY PLETSCH

hile in Olympia there was lots of talk

of our program and also some of the

personal satisfaction that folks have

received from giving the classes.
There is another Train the Trainer Class on March
13th. I would encourage everyone who gives a
class get this info back to me:

#& School

# Teacher & ABATE folks
# Number of students

# Date

We really need to collect and compile this info for
future use.

Smile, JI% No 14651

Education Chairman

FACTORY TRAINED MECHANIC

| _ COMPLETE MACHINE SHOP ‘ﬂﬁfp“@@m ME@E@J@

LARGE PARTS INVENTORY
W SERvICE

MOTORCYCLE B HFS

SERVICE
NOTE ! NEW LOCATION! M

Specidlizing in Parts & Service for
Harley-Davidson Motorcycles

MA, WA
Hours: 9 - 5 TUESDAY thru FRIDAY 112 South 24th Street

=) 10 - 3 SATURDAY Gl

Pace 7
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-~ EasTtsiDE DEpuTY COORDINATOR CANDIDATE. STATEMENTS

ARLIS ELKINS,
SPOKANE CHAPTER

i. I am Arlis M Elkins, present Coordinator
for Spokane Chapter. I have been involved
with ABATE since the late 70’s off and on. I
did not become a member until June of
1996 and was voted Deputy Coordinator in
October of the same year. I was voted
Coordinator for the chapter the following
year. I have worked hard at getting all
riders, no matter what they ride,
involved in our fight for freedom
of choice. It will be a new
challenge for me and one I am
sure I can do well.

Thank You,
Arlis M Elkins, No 14884

Jav HANSON,
CeNTRAL WA CHAPTER

ay’s statement wasn’t yet available by
deadline, but I bet he’ll have one for you
by next month, huh Jay?  -Editor

... I also bet that if he were here he’d remind you
that Spring Opener Advance Tickets are available
now from your chapter coordinators.

Price for ABATE members is $15, for
non-ABATE members is $20.
Sale ends June 1st. Prices go up $5
at the gate. And there will be a gate
this year.

EASTSIDE CHAPTER REPORT BY ROBIN CLARK

i All! We are working like crazy to make our
St. Patty's Day run a ton of fun! We will have
a great run (rain or shine) because we have
plan "B" if we need it. We have super prizes
along with food and friends (when you join us). I
am looking forward to the dust blowing off of my
bike and seeing all of the faces that along with
mine have been hiding or hibernating. Mark the
date: March 13th. 11:00. Starts at Classic
Ironworks in Redmond. Please see flier in this
newsletter or call Gerry at (425) 827-8102.See you
there! We as a chapter are seemingly back on track
and gearing up for spring. New blood, new ideas,

Pace 8

old blood, old ideas, I love it. By the time you read
this we will have been to the Shakin' the winter
blues party and the Swap meet. I'm sure we had a
good time Sat. night and found stuff we couldn't
live without at the fair grounds. Big thanks to Ron
for our flier and most of all the web site. Visit us at
our new meeting spot at Round Table Pizza behind
Overlake Sears. 2nd Wednesday, 7:00. Enough for
now...Ride Safe,

Robin Clark, No 14009

Check it out at: http:\\escabate.cbj.net
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¥

St_. Patrik‘s Da Run*

ABATUE. of \X/ashmgton St.
Dice Run

grs ~ Prizes for HI & LO
| 50 /50 Drawing
~Door Prizes™

$5.00 Per Player (donation) - ALL Riders Welcome
$5.00 Spaghetti Dinner following the Run

@ Eagles Hall on Avondale (" Coffee 8 Doughumis
NO ONE UNDER 21 Please _

Statts at 11:00 AM - Meet @ CLASSIC IRONSVORKS
7438 . 159th PINE (off 520 & Leary Way) ~ REDMOND, WA,

MAPS INCLUDED - Run at your own pace
@ e e =)

Pace 2
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| ewis COUNTY CriapTER REPORT BY CEORGENE HARRELL :

t our last meeting, Dennis Hanson resigned

as Deputy Coordinator of our chapter.

election was held, and Rock n Roll Booth is

=R our new Deputy Coordinator now. sorry to

see Dennis go, but he and Stormy moved to Selah.

Welcome back to Rock n Roll. Just in time to start

getting everyone organized for the fundraisers.
Fireworks Stand and Un-Sturgis Run.

. On a somber note, we lost Brother Fred

Spencer on January 23, 1999. He will be sorely

PAD ADVERTISEMENT

missed by everyone who knew him. Funeral was
held in Dodie, and a wake was held at the Paul
Bunyan afterwards. Thank You to all who paid
their respects.

Vickie and Bob Houk were at our meeting on
2(3{99. Thanks for coming down in this miserable
weather. We all enjoyed your company.

Ride Safe and Dry, '
Georgene Harrell, No 15346

Chapter Secretary

Sandblasters, Ine
360-658-9372

Warren Kindle
4721 - 56th Place Northeast
Marysville, WA 98270

Fax 360-651-1297 @ Pager 425-267-1506

SoUTHWEST CHAPTER REPORT BY BARBARA FULLER

i again from Southwest Washington! Not
much going on riding-wise - ready for Spring
and Summer! We are going to be real busy
organizing a fund raiser for a 12 year old
girl here in Vancouver that needs a liver transplant
and related living expenses. We have not done this
before and will appreciate any help and advice out

there.
We are going to have a chili feed and casino

Pact 10

run. It will be held on Saturday, April 3rd starting
at 2 pm at Clark PUD Community Center at 1200
Ft Vancouver Way in Vancouver, WA. If you're in
the area on the third, come join us for a good time
for a very brave young lady. Any questions? Call
Pinky or Barbara at 360-263-3263. :
Barbara Fuller, No 15109

Reporter
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Come Join A.B.A.T.E of Oregon for the

80
‘e’ 22nd Annual 1L
400 ’
_!.' FOSSIL CAMPOUT '99
i - Close to Fossil o3
® May 28, 29, 30 & 31 b
e %‘.‘* Gates open at 3:00 p.m. on Friday, May 28 . @
The Best in - ' Door Prizes
Live Music ogt COME HAVE Tattoists
Featuring a variety A GREAT TIME!l / Leather Accessories
~ of sounds from the Parts, T-Shirts
Pacific Northwést Y Games &
Advance Tickets ~ Food Concessions
Deadline is May 1, 1999

Beverages will be
sold by the Candon
American Legion

Money Orders Only

Advance Member — 515.00"
Advance: Non-member — $20.00

S SR Sign in at the
A.B.A.T.E. OF Oregon, Inc.
P.0. Box-4504" -’"f""""‘z’;i?‘”"
Portland; OR 97208 e P
MG ;%@ Biker Rodeo & . Trophy for the largest
Ny Bike Sh group participating from
Members"mth e ow an out-of-state MRO
Aumoﬁ Card ;252%00 at Fossil Fair Grounds s o e M
ers — $25.0
(el 16 = Free Saturday and Sunday participating A.BATE.
Information available at Chapter and M/C

Non-members get $5.00 discount g AB.A.TE Info Booth

' Organization from 0
toward A:B.A-T.E.- memberstrip rganizatian from Oregon

Trdphy for M/C Rider

.Camping;?ncmdgd in Gate Fee -MAP and TR riding the longest
For information call: 206 PARK RULES distance to the
Roger (503) 285-4329 .‘ ON REVERSE l‘.‘. Fossil Campout

Proceeds go to Motorcycle Rights and Education
Contributions or gifts to A.B.A.T.E. of Oregon, Inc, are not deductible as charftable contributions for federal income tax purposes.

Pace 11
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A Letter To HELEN AND MAILMAN

he content, organization, and timely

distribution of the Newsletter is excellent,

and in my subjective opinion, at the highest

level in ABATE history.  Technological
advances aside, the effort being put forth is
apparent and my thanks to you and everyone
involved.

I appreciated the postcard/renewal notice. The
reminder was needed. Membership info, notices,
and related admin. are also exceeding my
historically influenced expectations.

You're both doing a great job. We all know
that “long haul” active involvement in this
volunteer organization (e.g, 10% do 99% of the
work) isn’t easy and too many have walked away
un-thanked and disillusioned. I hope that never
happens to either of you.

Sadly, the general membership never does
enough to show our thanks for the efforts of our
officers and other active committee members. It’s
not enough, but let me once again say thanks, and
I hope to be buying you both a “refreshment” in
the near future.

Randy Nelson, No 4690
Kitsap County Member

hank You very much, Randy. That's the
nicest letter I think I've ever received. I'd
like to share your kind words and praise
with the officers and other active®
committee members that you mention. Everything
we do is dependent on someone else doing their
part as well.. Your letter will remain an inspiration
to both of us. It’s already on the wall by my desk.

Thank
You
Again,

L

ABATE
aO ANNIVERSARYI©”

2,

TACOMA CHAPI;R :
Y|

Helen Wolfe,
No 14245
and Mailman,
No 1293

Feb 13th '99
PHOTO BY BLENDER [

- Rat City CriapTER REPORT BY PETE

ello from Rat City. January was a pretty busy
month for us. The 10th we had our annual
"Freeze Your Butt Off " run (lucky for us it
wasn't cold enough to freeze our butts off).
We had a pretty good turnout, and gathered
$61.50 plus a few boxes of food for the White
Center food bank.The weather was great the entire
day- we even got some sunshine. Special thanks to
the Tacoma chapter (these folks get around) for
supporting this event every year we've had it
(weather permitting), and for this years guided
tour through the back roads of Tacoma (I'm pretty

Pace 12

sure we would have gotten lost if I was leading), it
was a great ride. The following Sunday we all met
for breakfast and the dreaded hiway cleanup. After
some good food and an informal business meeting
we walked outside to pouring rain. We decided to
postpone the cleanup for safety reasons (nobody
travels slower than 70mph on 509 rain or shine).
There's a full calander of events this year and I
hope to attend as many as I can (time and money
permitting).- Hope to see you on the road

Pete, No 12825
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-~ NEW BIKES MOTORCLOTHES
. .
USED BIKES PARTS &
CUSTOMS ACCESSORIES
13131 Northeast 20th
Bellevue, WA 98005
425-702-2000
Join Us!
New meeting schedule & location:
2 HOG Chapter Meets 4th Tuesday at 7:00 PM at The Rooster in Issaquah

Pace 13
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LEcISLATIVE REPORT BY TEXAS LaRRY WALKER

ACTICS: The rider's part
There are no hard and fast rules of

operation to get bills moved through the .

legislature. Our current approach (subject
to future revisions of course) is to concentrate on
the senate bill and just keep minimal pressure in
the house. As of this writing (early Feb.), SB 5287
is stalled in senate transportation for lack of a
public hearing. If we have managed to get a
hearing, then the next steps will be to get the bill
pulled to the main floor for debate and then for
final passage. At this point, Karen Bolin and I have
done most of what we can do. Now it's time to
turn up the pressure from the districts, and only
the riders can do that.

What you, the rider, have to do is call your own
senator and urge them to push for action on the
bill, no matter where it is currently located. If it is
still in transportation have them go to the chair of
transportation (Sen. Haugen) and ask for a
hearing. Also, call the offices of Sen. Haugen
personally and ask for a hearing. Her number is
360-786-7618. The more people calling her office,
the better. Like I said, it's pressure time. If it is in
rules, ask them to apply whatever pressure that

they can to get it pulled to the floor. If you are
unsure of where the bill is, call the hot line and ask
them to send you a copy of the bill and a bill status
report.

Some things to keep in mind when you are
making these calls. Do not use the 1-800-562-
6000 hot line. Call the appropriate office directly.
This gives the maximum impact. (A T-shirt from
an event costs $15-$20; a call costs a buck. Do the
math.) Keep the call short and sweet, businesslike,
and above all else, polite. Respect is a two way
street. Even if your senator is dead set against the
content of the bill, explain that you are not asking
for his/her vote for it. All you are asking is that
this popularly supported bill be allowed to move
through the system. Their personal opinion
shouldn't interfere with public debate. Finally, if
your senator is one of the bill sponsers, they are
fairly exempt from the "turn up the pressure”
theory. The best approach is to thank them for’
the support and just ask for their help getting it
moved. You don't have to sell them on the idea.

"We be jammin', Mon."
Texas, No 11464

PrODUCTS REPORT BY PEACHES

earing up for the Spring Swap Meet. I did
get a line of ABATE wear in and I hope
that you like it. I would like to
congratulate the young lady from ZILLAH,

WA who won the art contest this year for the

Annual Spring Opener tees and run pins. Everyone
should be encouraged to submit artwork for these
types of event Tees. It's a lot of fun seeing your
artwork out there. So get your drawings in early
for next year! Some of the chapters have ordered
the new Chapter Patches and they are ready for
pick up. I know that they seem rather large, but
they are the size of the original 5" patches and I
like things that BOLDLY say that I am ABATE OF
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WA. The size and style of the patch was voted on at
the October Board meeting. Remember, some of
the smaller patches are still in stock and can be
purchased at a reduced rate as they will no longer
be available once the stock of them is depleted. I
am eager to get this riding season going and I for
one have had enough of this rain and snow! So I
hope to see you all at the Spring Swap meet and
remember to stop by the products booth at the
Spring Opener and check out the ABATE wear that
is now in stock. Thank you for your purchase of
ABATE products and your support.

"PEACHES", No 14235
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Sth year, Benefitting Women's Shelters
Saturday, March 27, 1999

9:30 to 11:00 sign up, at the
Christian Bikers Tabernacle,
behind Scooter Tramp, 2702 E. 112th St., Tacoma,

for a r n . G
50/50, Door Prizes, and a Spaghettl Dinner @ @ v

Entry By a Donation of;

a Childs Easter Basket and a can of Food,
or $10.00 and a can of food

(a basket consists of, a basket filled with

toys, candy, stuffed animals, ctc.)

NO REAL EGGS, PLEASE!

For Information Call 253-875-4063
Pace 10
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BIKE BLESSING

Join Us Saturday April 3rd

For The First Annual Blessing of

The Bikes
DON'T MISS THIS

Donation: Non-Perishable Food Iem
INDOOR/QOUTDOOR

Blke Show-Raffle-50/50-Games

Prizes-Food-Drinks
Live Music By Keller's Lighthouse

All Bikes Welcome

5 Spo nl:ored by
ympia Chapter ABATE
and B.A.SH.

Location: Hefty Divot Restuarant
156425 Mosman Ave. Yelm, Wa.
Time: 1lam-5pm
Contact: Lin£@360/458-5797
or Daryl@253/847-3652

. e Ist ANNUAL
Enjoy Karaoke after Event. BIKE BLESSING

Pace 16
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~ SNO-~KING CriapTER REPORT FROM THE WONTON POINT OF ViEW

It’s Just January
icture a small dark cavern with brilliant
flashes of red bursting every half second or
so. The normally cool and calm recess has
reached a level of heat that can singe hair.
The quiet is shattered with an ugly sound like that
of 2 cats fighting in the still night. What can this
unnatural phenomenon be? THE INSIDE OF MY
HEAD DURING ROAD RAGE! MINE! :
Going off in my head is a neon sign flashing
“revenge, get them, how dare they, just you wait,
etc. etc.” I never used to respond like that. (Ha
ha, right) Are drivers really getting worse? YES!
And there are MORE of them!
I drive a large substantial car (imagine a tank)
which could probably go grill to grill with small
trucks and come out ahead, never mind what it is
able to do to most passenger cars. I've been cut
off, swerved at, sworn at, tail gated, and challenged
on a daily basis, sometimes hourly, for months
now. These arrogant, egotistical, rude, pushy, out-
for-themselves, JERKS seem to be telling me “I'm
much better than all of you people that I'm @
passing and you have to get out of my way o
and make room for ME ME ME”. If there’s a ¢t
one of you who has never had any of these .
thoughts, you either have the patience of *
Job and are a far better person than
I or you are brain dead. g
What to do, what to do? Let’s “
play pretend. Here’s the
scenario, and Remember that .
this is a fictional CAR game
and NOT to be played "
while on your scoot (the
rules of this game change .
drastically when riding 2¢
wheels): Traffic has been
crawling in the lane you are in ,
and you have to stay there “SNgii i
because you need to get off at the next exit. Many
other poor drivers are just slogging along with you.
They are in the same boat that you are so you all

-

N
J'\\

crawl along, occasionally smiling at each other. Joe
Yuppy Poophead has just passed you all in the lane
next to you flying like a bat out of Hell when
suddenly he slides, no, he slams his car into the
space ahead of you with mere inches between you,
the car in front of you and his car and he tromps
on his brakes nearly causing a chain reaction
wreck. Do you:
# Shrug it off and figure he just didn’t know

where the exit was.
# Gasp for breath as it sinks in that the other
driver is truly mad as a hatter and thank God
no one was hurt.
Follow the driver until he gets to his
destination and confront him, making him
realize what a foolish and dangerous thing he
did and he apologizes.
Wait until he stops at a light, drive up to his
back bumper so he can’t move, and get out of
the car and give him a piece of your mind.
How about this one? Cut in front of that driver
causing him to swerve to the side of the road
where he runs over some glass and has a flat
tire. And it's raining very hard.
~ Get creative and think of your own solution.
™\ You can do anything you want to in your own
head. I caution against violence as too many
strange people are packing and have no
o, sense nor empathy for others. And
" because this is pretend there is no right
answer. 1 actually have tried various
combinations of the above. Most
Yuppies have an innate fear of bikers
~ to begin with so the edge is yours.
~ (When on the bike, I have waited for a
. stop sign and then pulled up next to the
0 errant creep, knocked on the window and

- suggested new driving habits).

I feel better just venting. Thanks for listening.

&

" When riding, it's best to leave lots of room in

which to maneuver, and always watch at least three
cars ahead and behind. No surprises are good
(Continued on bottom of page 18)

Pace 17
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Sky VaLLey CriapTer REPORT BY RactELLE "WiLbcaT™ WHITLEY

ow that the winter holidays are all over

with, and Spring is (supposedly) arriving

(and none too soon), it’s time for riders to

start getting ready for (hopefully) a good

riding season. As you start putting riding events

on your schedules, or before you take off on a
spur-of-the-moment spree, don’t forget safety.

Many people who have motorcycles without

obvious fluid leaks or other:problems, forget that

it is a good idea to check your bike from stem to

stern before riding. This is especially so for those

who have done very little winter riding. Take a few

minutes before you roll on to think of these things:

Check your fluid levels, tire pressure, battery,

etc. Tighten screws and bolts and check weld joints
and the like to make sure nothing is about to fall
off. When you’re’all done, give your ride a little
more TLC with a wash and wax job. He/She/It will
bear you proudly as you take to the wind.

Don’t forget to also check your (@#$%-ing)
helmet, too. Even if you don’t like wearing the
damn thing, you did have to spend money to buy
them, so just check the straps and lining to make
sure it’s not gonna fall off your head while
cruising past a Stater!

Rachelle “Wildcat” Whitley, No 14962
wildcat56 7@aol.com

FasT Pierce COUNTY CHAPTER REPORT BY PEACHES

reetings from East Pierce County Chapter.
We are still working on meeting locations
and everyone has been having fun picking
a spot every month. We hope to have a
vote in soon on a permanent location for our
meetings, in the mean time we have been finding
out where the best food is ... if you would like to
attend one of our meetings please call ahead for
directions to the location for the month. Meetings
are held on the third Sunday of the month, and are
generally breakfast meetings. Our new Road
Captain Charlie has lots of rides in mind and would
like to start breakfast runs as soon as weather

permits. It was with much sadness that I learned of
the passing of one of EPCC's former longtime-
members. Mr. Lloyd "Sidecar” Norris. He was a._ -
member of EPCC for 17 years. "Sidecar” passed on
from a massive coronary, I know that was because
he had such a Big Heart. he was doin’ wheelies in
that sidecar all the way to Heaven. Thank all of you
for attending his memorial service.and thank you
LORD for taking him into your arms. God Bless you
all. Hope to see you in the wind soon. still waiting
for the wiring to get done on my tryke, but I'm
almost there!

Peaches, No 14235

(Continued from page 17) ‘
surprises. And the wet, leftover sand on the road,
and the dark days mean taking extra precautions.
Many people don’t mean to be obnoxious, they just
really don’t see the motorcycle. And there are
those who make an honest mistake, not intending
harm to anyone. Or those that want to merge but
can’t because no one will let them in. Be kind to
them.

But for all the donkey wangers, doggy poops,

Pact 18

genetic defectives, clueless and head-in-their-butt
drivers, watch out because I'm fed up. In my
dreams you are taken care of and none of us ever
has to put up with you again. You end up driving a
Yugo or a nearly dead VW from 1966 that smokes
and has 0 pickup power. And as I always say, if you
want something badly enough, it has a way of
happening.

Still shiny but just barely ....................
Wonton, No 14313
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~ From Qur "BeTTER LaTE TraN NEVER" ARCHIVES
AND THE NisQuatLy VaLLey NEWS ON 11-12-20

Motorcycle organization

revs engines for charity

ABATE oF WasHINGTON NEWSLETTER

Members of ABATE chapters
from Tacoma, Lewis County and
Central Washington along with
representatives of the American
Steel Club, the Tenino Motorcycle
Drill Team and Bikers Against

. Statewide Hunger (BASH) joined
with the Nisqually Chapter of
ABATE for the first ever Toys for
Tots Fun Run November 14.

Bikers collected hundreds of
pounds of food, fourteen large
cardboard boxes of toys and over
$800 in cash to donate to Yelm

Community Services/UCBO, the
Senior Multipurpose Center of
Yelm and BASH. The run started
at Walt's Place in McKenna, and
the bikers were picked up by a po-
lice escort upon entering Yelm city
limits. They continued on with
their haul to the YCS/UCBO of-
fices on Crystal Springs Road.
Their mission accomplished, they
retired to Jennee's Bar and Grill to
talk motorcycles and catch up on
conversations with old friends.

~ NisQuarLLy CHAPTER
‘Report By Rici ROE

e’re gearing up for our “Chili Cook-off”.
Mike Harris is in charge and doing a
great job. Flyers will be out soon. this
will be April 10th, 1999 at Yelm City

Park.

A few of us “Old” Tacoma members are

looking forward to Tacoma’s 20th Anniversary
Party. For I, being the 1st Coordinator for a couple
of years, it makes' me proud to see the chapter
strong and large and that the new blood is keeping
the strength within and keeping the old members on

their toes.

Happy 20th, Tacoma! We would like to

welcome 4 new members: Lynn Roe, Allen Gray, Pat

Josties,

and Jim Thompson.

We're up to 42

members now and still recruiting.

Ride Free, Stay Safe,
Rich Roe; No 234
\__-hapter Coordinator

About 50 members of local motorcycle clubs and organizations
joined with the Nisqually Chapter of ABATE In Its first annual
Toys for Tots Fun Run.

L ADONNA'S ARTICLE

‘m writing this hoping Helen can find a spot

for it and I can get it to her on time. My

name is LaDonna Roe, No 798, charter

member of Tacoma Chapter, also I am a
charter member of Nisqually Chapter. Rich and
I, along with Ron and Peggy just spent last
evening celebrating the 20th Anniversary of
Tacoma. I must say I was very impressed to see
the people that came. We all had a good time
and was very proud to celebrate with my original
home chapter. Rich and I also want to thank
everyone for helping us celebrate our 25th
Anniversary. Thanks for all the time you spent
to remember us. It was good seeing some of our
old, original members that helped start the
chapter. You see Rich was the lst chapter
coordinator of Tacoma and I was holding
position of Secretary. We have watched Tacoma
grow and I know in a small way I was a part of it.

Congratulations, Tacoma!
LaDonna Roe, No 798

Pace 12
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NorTi Kitsap CHAPTER REPORT
By STEVE McDERMOTT

n the last month we had about three minutes of

good riding weather. That's not to say we didn't

stretch that out, but instead of getting cold, we

got wet. Really wet. Accordingly, we don't really
have much to report from this side. Most of our
effort is being concentrated on lobbying, letter
writing, and getting the bikes in shape for spring.

Our members made our case known to our
representatives on Black Friday, and, hopefully, our
representatives listened with open minds as well as
ears. We wish Larry and Karen the best in Olympia
and hope we regain our freedom soon.

The coming year-is filled with runs, events, and

fun. For more info on what NK is doing, visit our
~ web site or drop by during our meetings.

Steve McDermott, No 14699

QUAUTY

Parts » Sales « Service

y HARLEY-DAVIDSON
- BELLINGHAM

The Northwest Carner of Harley Country

* info@harleyofbellingham.com
! _.www.harleyofbelIingham.com

”

Paciric COUNTY CHAPTER
REPORT BY LENNY PLETSCH

ot much to say, as it’s still winter and as I

write, snow is falling. We, as a chapter, are

going to co-sponsor |'s May 1 Run this

year as well ‘as do our own 101 run on
May 15.

The J) Run has gotten pretty good sized and
some extra help is needed in getting everything to
come off correctly. Like to see you there and
enjoy a day of friendship and riding. First blke out

at 10 am from Longbeach

Our 101 Run starts in South Bend and was a
blast last year ... hope to see you.

Smile, %’;w_( No 14651

Chapter Coordinator

1419 N. State Street
Bellingham, WA 98225
- (360) 671-7575

MARTIN D. FOX, P.S.

800 United Airlines Building
2033 Sixth Avenue

206-728-0588 Seattle, Washington 98121

Pace 20

Helen Wolfe cotto@seanet.com

Bookkeeper

Otto Scre Printing

252€ Tacoma Avenue South
Tacoma, WA 98402-1307

Phone 253-072-3611 Fax 253-072-3630
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A.B.A.TE. of Washington
Pacific County Chapter

Sat. May 15, 1999
Depart Chester Tavern
South Bend, Wa. 10:00 A.M.
Last Stop Nick's West
Long Beach, Wa.

Trophy's for Best and Worst Hands
Raffle Items and 50/50 Drawing

Proceeds to Benifit
Pacific County chapter
A.B.A.T.E. of Wa.

EEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER

% ‘. '
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BIK
EDUCATIONAL

SEMINAR for
TRAINING

Reno/Sparks, Nevada
April 9—11

Pace 22
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'NUTS AND BOLTS, “USER
DLY” SUBJECTS AND TRAIN-

TO ASSIST MOTORCYCLISTS IN

. DEFENDING, BUILDING, AND

i GTHENING THEIR GRASS :

OOTS ORGANIZATIONS. . v U
_ ' ‘ jg

'THE APPLICATIONS BELOW TO JOIN AND SURFOR
ATION AND TO PRE-REGISTER FOR BEST OF T
SCUAGA’'S NUGGET HOTEL IN SPARKS (F

LL MOTEL AT 800-648-1177. Z

¥

A vl Lol

It's time you did something more to protect your rights!

o 7 Annual Individual Membership §25.00 [ 3-Year Individual Membership $65.00 [ Annual Sustaining Membership $100.00
= -§ " Annual Joint Membership $40.00 () 3-Year Joint Membership $100.00 (T $10.00 Freedom Fighter Danation
Eié J € 1| CivewMamberstip  ClRenewal  (Membert )
2 Ay RINT OR TYPE YOUR INFORMA
8% § § : /| [Name : Phone ) -
2 37 || [Address [E-mail Address
NE | % % £l - ]Shh |Zb
Qf | | 5| [1)Haveyoueverbeen amemberof the MRF? ClYes C[INo
LS Eﬂg 2) Are you a member of a stale motorcyclsts fights organizaion? (] Yes [ No Ifyes, name
oF 2 | [3)Have you iaken a molorcycle rider course? C1Yes [JNo
Eg 3| [4Wilyou volurteer these falenis  the MRF needs your help? Cives JNo
Lz 2 £ 2| i with remitiancs fo: Motorcycle Riders Foundation, Inc., P.0. Box 1808, Washingion D.C. 20013-1808 (202) 546-0083 « FAX (202) 546-0986 « htp:fwww e org
< @
3 ; . p s rol Lax deckicdle, 100% of {2 cues sad ot legesatie / bbbying actity.
;: § ClVisa () MasterCard | Card # | Exp. Date
Signature | Date

BEST of the West Pre-Registration

(Must be received by March 15, 1999 to receive discount — after March 15, registration fee increases $10.00)

[ $40.00 Current MRF Member [ $50.00 Current MRF Member (after March 15, 1999)
[ $50.00 Non-MRF Member [ $60.00 (Non-MRF Member (after March 15, 1989)

A PLERSEIPRINTIEEE

ADDRESS

CITY I STATE 2IP

PHONE

Send check or money order to: MRF, P.0. Box 1808, Washington, DC 20013-1808 before March 15, 1898,
After March 15, 1999 registration fee increases $10.00 per person (price above reflects the $10.00 increase).

For raom reservations call 800-648-1177. Questions? Call Rosemary Curtin, Director of Conferences, at 803-359-8852, after 6pm EST.
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MRF ANNOUNCES 1222 LeciSLATIVE AGENDA
BY CHARLIE. WILLIAMS

- enver, CO. January 23, 1999 ... At the
anuary Board of Directors meeting held in
Denver, Colorado the Motorcycle Riders
Foundation announced their 1999

legislative agenda. “The focus this year will be on
familiar issues”, said Steve Zimmer Vice President
of Government Relations for the MRF. “We will be
revisiting some of the issues of the past after
having had the opportunity to see the
implementation and effectiveness”. The MRF will
continue'to pursue an aggressive, proactive agenda
expected by MRF members. 1998 saw considerable
ground gained for motorcycling issues in the
passage of the Transportation Equity Act for the
Twenty First Century (TEA-21). This law included
the prohibition of road bans on highways using
federal highway money, change in National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s, NHTSA,
mission statement to include accident prevention,
restriction on NHTSA’s ability to lobby at the state
level, and inclusion of motorcycles in the
development of the Intelligent Transportation
System.

Since the passage of TEA-21, we see certain
areas that need to be addressed. NHTSA continues
to pursue and perpetuate an agenda of promoting
helmet laws. They often stray into a gray area of
their definition of lobbying. The MRF will pursue
language to further restrict NHTSA’s ability to
lobby for helmet laws. They produced and now
continue to distribute the Helmet Law Video that
raised so many questions two years ago. “The
congressional intent seemed clear to every one but
NHTSA”., Zimmer said. “We want to go back this
year and insist they hear us.” Congressman Shuster
(R-PA) has determined that TEA 21 went through
rather quickly and contained several issues,
particularly funding, that need to be ‘revisited’ now
that the legislation is in place. To this end he has
reestablished an ‘investigation and oversight

Pace 24

committee’ that will address problems cropping up
from TEA 21 implementation. We are looking at a
mid-term corrections bill to TEA-21 to pass during
the 106th Congress as our mechanism to address
the NHTSA issue as well as ironing out the road
ban prohibition language. The most recent
problems in Chicago over the motorcycle ban on
Lake Shore Drive have highlighted the need to
review this issue. We are watching to see if this
problem will be dealt with administratively or if
additional language be necessary. Congressmen Ray
LaHood (R-IL) and John Shimkus (R-IL) have taken
the lead on seeing that the Department of
Transportation takes action with the errant City of
Chicago Aldermen. If additional language is

necessary the mid-term correction will again be the

place to make adjustments. /

A somewhat related issue we will pursue in this
Congress deals with road bans in National Parks.
There have been and are proposed bans on public
roads passing through national parks. We will seek
sponsorship to extend the prohibition of road bans
to include federally funded public roads regardless
of where they are located. Steve Zimmer stated,
“Any time our tax dollars are used to plan, build,
and maintain a public road, motorcyclists  should
have access.”

We will be watching the discussions on managed
health care and HMO’s to see if there is any place
we can get similar protections in public health care
that we got in the private health programs under
Kasenbaum/Kennedy. Health care issues will be big
in the 106th Congress including the discussions on
the ‘Patient Bill of Rights’, which could be an
excellent opportunity to seek those protections for
motorcyclists.

We are continuing to work on access to the UN
by applying for Non Governmental Organization
(NGO) status. This is a two year process and we will

(Continued on page 26) il
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Saturday March 27th.
Depart Vitos T&C 11AM
3805 Auburn Way North, Auburn

@ $5 ABATE $7 NON-ABATE :

Open To All Motorcycle Riders

7% Info Call James (206) §24-6969 O
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(Continued from page 24)

keep you posted as this moves along. The
application has been received and the information
requested is being gathered. NGO status will
provide the MRF the opportunities to access the
decision making process on issues such as Global
Harmonization and Standardization. Emission
restrictions and import/export restriction are just
a couple of the harmonization issues we see
needing to be dealt with here in the United States.
NGO status will allow motorcyclists an insiders
ability to track these types of issues.

We will be watching for bills containing tort
reform to insure motorcyclists don't lose any
protections already in place. Last years failed S.
2454 attempted to reform the tort process in U.S.
Courts. The bill contained exemptions for
motorcycles. Should there be an attempt to revive
this legislation, the MRF will work to protect
motorcycling.

As always we will be watching for any other
legislation that could be a potential detriment to
motorcycling. There are several crime bills that
could have a potential for damaging language.

Motorcyclists  around the country are
encouraged to contact their Federal Legislators
concerning these issues. As in the past our greatest
strength is the connection between the MRF and
motorcyclists back home. Any state wishing to
make a lobbying trip to Washington, DC should
contact the MRF office. The congressional schedule

Arrowood Productions

Whiskey Creek
Tribute to Lynyrd Skynyrd

(206) 314-4272
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can be reviewed to determine when would be a —
. good time for your trip. For further information

contact Steve at 202-546-0983 or by e-mail at
<mrf-news@mrf.org>

© All information contained in this release is
copyrighted.  Reproduction permitted with
attribution. The Motorcycle Riders Foundation,
incorporated in 1987, is a membership based
national motorcyclists' rights organization
headquartered in Washington DC. The MRF is
involved in federal and state legislation and
regulations, motorcycling safety education,
training, licensing and public awareness. The MRF
provides members and state motorcyclists' rights
organizations with direction and information to
protect motorcyclists' rights and motorcycling.
The MRF sponsors annual regional and national
educational seminars for motorcyclists' rights
activists and publishes a bi-monthly newsletter

THE MRF REPORTS
202-546-0983

Fax: 202-546-0986
E-Mail: steve@mrf.org
http://www.mrf.org
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Announcing

D1X1e {yele, Co.'s

2"! Anniversary Sale and

GRAND OPENING

at our new location

318 E. Columbia Drive, Kennewick, WA

April 1-3from 9 am -6 pm

Join us for Eun, Cake, Prizes and a

BIG SALt

We will host A Bar-B-Que lunch Saturday, April 3™

Sign up for your chance to win a T-shirt quilt

or one of many other prizes. Drawing to be held April 3" at4 pm.

Dixie Cycle, Co. 318 E. Columbia Dr.. Kennewick, WA 99336 dixiecyc@wwics.com
Need not be present to win but we hope you are.
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MemeRSHIP REPORT BY MAILMAN

lease try to keep your dues current. I know

it's one of those little details that is easily

overlooked, but membership is the life blood

of our organization. Perhaps a peek at your
expiration date right now? A new feature of the
officers and committee chair page will be a column
with their expiration dates. This is to help them
stay current. The by-laws state that a lapse in dues
automatically removes an officer or appointee
from their pgsition. And paying the dues once
they lapse does not restore the position. Of course
we’ve been a bit lax on this, but we really need to
try to stay current. It is disturbing to note that
173 of our members are in the “three month

AT
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FOR
A.B.A.T.E. OF WASHINGTON
P.O. Box 8369
TACOMA, WA 98418-0369

Please print clearly

$25.00 enclosed NEW MEMBER
$20.00 enclosed RENEWING MEMBER

Chapter Or O Check if Independent

Card Number

Expiration Date

Original Join Date

grace” period. That's 15% of our total
membership. Disturbing.
MAILMAN, No 1293
State Membership Chairman
State Membership Report
2/18/99 11:02:15 PM
Expired New
Dec 1 - Dec 1 -
Chapter Name  Current Feb28 Total now
Gig Harbor 4 5 9
Kitsap Co 8 8
Rat City' 12 3 15 1
Island Co 17 2 19 2
Okanogan 17 2 19 4
Bellingham 2 17/ 9 26 1
East Pierce Co 18 3 21 7
Southwest 22 1 23
South King Co 22 5 27 3
North Sno Co 22 12 34
Pacific Co 24 24 1 ot
Spokane 24 8 32
Olympia 25 3 28 3
Southeast 25 4 29 6
Eastside 28 5 33
Lewis Co 32 3 35
Grays Harbor 32 8 40
Nisqually 42 42 6
Sno-King 45 10 55 3
Sky Valley 46 6 52 2
North Kitsap 46 22 68 6
Central WA 108 14 122 9
Independent 149 18 167 7
Tacoma 205 30 235 10
Grand Total - 990 173 1163 73

Name

Address

City/St/Zip

Phone ( )

E-mail

Registered Voter in Washington state?

Today's Date

Signed-up by

Pace 30

NG OPENER ADVANCE Ty
20E Now AVALANLE Froy \%’i}f _
[ ocaL CHAPTER COORDINATORS
15 DoLLARS FOR ABATE Me s,
20 DoLLARS FOR NON~ME mMreRs
Apvance SaLE ENDS ON JUNE Ist! —




Marcii 1, 1222

ABATE or WaSHINGTON NEWSLETTER

VoLume 21, Issue 3

Tacoma CrapTer REPORT By MAILMAN

ince last month’s report, we’ve only done
three things. Kinda slow month. First on
Sunday, February 24th, we had our Road
Clean-up and Breakfast Ride. It was a bit
less lettered than usual and we had it ship-shape in
a little over an hour. Then we took a 75 -mile ride
through Kapowsin, South Prairie, Carbonado,
Orting, Puyallup and ended at the Right Spot. It
- was a very pleasant day. Quite spring-like. Next on
the agenda was South King County’s Blues Me or
Loose Me Party at the Right Spot on Saturday,

January 30th. A good party, well attended and

quite crowded. Too bad that place isn’t bigger by
about half. Finally, we celebrated Valentines Day
and our Chapter’s 20th Anniversary on Saturday,
February 13th. This was the first time we ever had
an event at the Shipwreck on Marine View Drive
and it worked out great. Plenty of space counting
[ the upstairs game room area and a real good band
“— “The Cool Tones”. We were pleasantly surprised to
o) A%

have many of our early members present and the
biggest surprise was having Howie, our third
coordinator, who no one has heard from in years,
show up. He was on a business trip to the area and
had visited Chuck and Shirley who persuaded him
to stay an extra day for the party. I even renewed
Howie’s dues. Now here’s something to blow yer
mind; in twenty years we've had 12 coordinators
and only three of them weren’t at the party. We
also had 20th Anniversary Chapter t-shirts. The
design had been submitted for the Spring Opener
shirt contest, but didn’t win. So we re-worked it a
bit and now we’re all very happy the state board
didn’t vote for it. Got broken eggs? Tacoma
makes omelets! '

_ See Ya In-the-Wind,

MAILMAN, No 1293

Chapter Treasurer, Membership &
Road Captain
o

b b
b b
> SPRING Swap MeeT, SPRING OPENER, FarL CLOSER, FaLL Swap MEET%
- L

OR E~MAIL HIM AT:

®  \JOLUNTEERS WANTED'

ABATE's New Security COORDINATOR, "Bic Mike, KINGERY"
(NQ 2400 sINCE 2~01), REQUESTS ASSISTANCE AT
ABATE 's FOUR MAJOR EVENTS THIS YEAR

TO LEND YOUR TIME AND TALENTS OR TO JUST ASK QUESTIONS,
CONTACT MIKE AT 360-603~8D01 IN MARYSVILLE,
SEVENFOOTTWO@AQL.COM
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Seattle Claims Cold Weather Record

SEATTLE, Feb. 14, 1918. For days it had
poured steadily in the valleysand hills, while
in the mountains it “blew” and “Snew.”
MOTORCYCLE AND BICYCLE ILLUS-
TRATED, which Seattle mail carriers de-
liver regularly regularly each Monday after-
noon, failed to show up until the following
Friday, thus proving that Seattle had indeed
been cut off by flood.

From the Duwamish and other valleys
came reports of floods. At Kent one boy
actally “gaffed” a salmon from his front
porch; while the last rider to pass over the
Seattle-Tacoma road stated that the water
had become so deep that the top of his
magneto on his Indian was under water part
of the way. Later it was five feet deep in
places.

In the city motorcycle delivery boys
slipped and slid through the continuous
torrents—on the job as usual 24 hours of the

Then, Samrday night it cleared off and
the frost king came down from the North in
full force.

Even the oldest inhabitant couldn’t re-
member when we'd had so much rain fol-
lowed by so much cold.

Sunday morming dawned upon a frosty
world. To the east the white peaks of the
Cascades stood out sharp and clear on the
sky-line. To the south, M\ Rainier free from
mists and clouds, cold and dominant, reared
its 15,000 feet like a sentinel of some by-
gone age. To the west the blue waters of
Puget Sound, backed by a green forest, in
turn backed by the snow covered Olympic
Mountains presented a scene that even an
artist’s brush could not duplicate.

The muddy roads were frozen solid and
all in all it looked like a mighty fine day to
take one of those Winter rambles that are so
popular with Northwest riders.

We piled on a few sweaters, several pairs
of socks, high boots, knit helmet and thick
mackinaw; loaded up the kodak, oiled up the
motorcycleand well fortified within by ahot
breakfast started forth.

The roar of the motor split the frosty air—
intermittendy at first—then came a steady
roar that means speed and power. Towards
the city limits we almost overhauled another

Pace 32

By FRANK RICHARDSON PIERCE

rider, but an inspection of his machine made
us change our mind. It was one of the
Excelsiors of the police department in quest
of the early moming speeder. Five minutes
later we had the pleasure of watching him
overhaul a big car that had shot past us at 40
per. Who’d ever think a speed-cop would be

made life worth living. Feet were warm
enough, and hands could be warmed alter-
nately on the engine.

Ten miles beyond we picked out a nice
stretch of highway, put the machine on the
stand, then proceeded to run a race down the
road and back again in an effort to warm up.

“Klahowya, Chief,”.said we in our best Chinook.

out on so cold a moming?

Thirty miles an hour was about the limit
on the Bothell Road. The bricks were dry
and highway free from traffic, but any speed
atall would drive the cold through the heavi-
est clothing until a rider felt at if he was
seeking the North Pole in B.V.D.s.

A ways beyond Woodenville we passed
two duck hunters shivering behind a bridge
awaiting the flight of the festive Mallard.
We'd gone perhaps a half a mile when sev-
eral cracks came sharply on the air, and a
moment later a very excited flock of ducks
passed overhead. We opined that it was
tough luck being a duck on a cold Sunday
morning, then shivered some more.

The road had been freshly graveled be-
yond the brick highway, but the gravel had
frozen sold, and for miles the road men had
used the “Split-log-drag,” thus making the
equivalent of a paved highway so long as the
frost lasted.

By the time we reached Redmond there
was no feeling in our face, but the motor was
working fine, and the blood fairly leaping
throughout our veins gave a feeling that

When we returmed to the machine we felt
like a "varsity halfback before the Thanks-
giving game. It was at this point that we
heard the steady “click! click!” as the feet of
some “Hay-burner” trotted over the frosty
road.

There’sa sortof bond between twolonely
humans on a deserted road on a cold frosty
moming, so we waited until a horse and
buggy-that fast vanishing mode of convey-
ance-came up. It stopped. Seated in the
buggy, well wrapped in a blanket was none
other than the chief of the Snoqualmie Indi-
ans.
“Klahowya Chief,” said we in our best
Chinook.

“Hello, Kid,” replied the Chief in his best
King George. The old boy was feeling gay.

“Cold!” continued the Chief. “Cold like
H—!" he added, somewhat forcefully.
“Where you go?”

We explained we were going to see
Snoqualmie Falls and ramble about he
mountains a bit, to which he replied that
more water was going over the falls than a

Continued on the following page
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any time in fifty years. It seems that the
ehief had been to Falls City to sell a small
male bovine. We wish to record that the
chief didn't “get” the following comment:

“Isee, Chief, sort of peddling a little bull,
£0 10 speak.”

After making us promise to send a picture
that we took of him, he hit his horse with a
aecently cut whip and rattled homewards.

The road continued fine to Falls City,
where a few sleepy individuals were discov-
aced cocking their eye aloft to determine
what kind of a day it would be. Just beyond
the town we crossed the Snoqualmie River
‘on a concrete bridge, the only one in the
Vicinity that had withstood the flood, and a

.#ew hundred yards beyond the fun com-
Enenced. The river had washed out the road
and covered the surrounding territory. Hitge
piles of dirt had been recently dumped into
The holes in an effort to repair the road. All
T e natives were out to see the fun. Some of
The autos had a sweet time negotiating the

thill, and a few were stuck tight.

We waited until the way was clear; put
Yer in low; murmured a prayer and gave her
+he gun. Right away it was necessary to get
A leg to working on each side 1o keep right
Side up. One minute we would be in a deep
hole, the next sliding off the bank, or the
€ngine base would be smoothing outawagon-
load of earth. Twice the machine skidded
Around so that the rear wheel was pointing
west, and the front one south, but by good
luck we did not spill, and a moment later
rolled onto a good road, like a 300 mile
winner in front of the grandsiand. The na-
tives applaudeq, and with a 12-1/2 head and
a 7-1/4 hat we roared away; shot around a
turn, hit a frozen rut about a half inch high,
and just naturally wiped up the whole road,

The prey
The DﬂCIfC

ious story was bro
NW Museu

losing gasoline, enamel, conceit and temper
in less than a second. Thank Heaven the
applauding natives were not in sight.

The road to the falls was perfect, and
arriving at the top of the hill we found the
whole place deserted. But not for long. A
distant roarat the bottom of the grade steadily
grew louder, presently a red motorcycle-

“Those motorcycle fellows
go everywhere all the time,
and the best of it Is they

always get there.”

sidecar combination came into view, and we
knew without looking that it was Mr. and
Mrs. Water Steinhart with the faithful In-
dian. Together we wenttothe falls. The trees
and fences about were covered with ice, the
mist freezing as soon as it hit. We could see
the top of the falls as the water took its great
leap, and it soon disappeared into a swirling
mass of rising mist that turned partially to
snow, causing a whirling, feathery mass that
was beautiful to behold.

‘We hopped our machines again, crossed
the river a half mile up and returned to the
powerhouse on the other side. By climbing
down to the brink we got a wonderful view,
the wind driving the mists away.

Part of the water tumed to spray on the
way down, giving the impressing of huge
ostrich feathers a hundred feet in length,
while the force of the falling water into the
pool, immediately shotitupagain toperhaps
thirty feet high. We stayed a half hour unable
to tear ourselves away from the scene.

We decided that a little mountain climb-
ing would be about the right thing under the
circumstances, so hurried down the railroad
track until we found a particularly wild spot,
then began to climb. Reaching a high spot
we wmned to look, and it was a view worth
freezing several times to see. Below us lay
the fir-studded valley; the tree tops farbelow
us gave the same view the aviator must have.
Through the exact center of the valley the
Snoqualmie River pushed its way to the sea.
The usual quiet stream that we fish in, with
varying success in Spring and Summer, was
now a foaming, angry flood, that seemed
entirely white, and suggested anything but
cool, deep pools, and gamey trout.

We poked around a while longer, then
when the sun began 1o sink in the west, we
suddenly thought of home and a hot dinner.
It was cold going for a while, but we got
thoroughly warmed up in the rough stuff on
the way back.

“Say,” saida stranded autoist, “is the falls
such a wonderful sight as they say itis? Itis
certainly worth the going?”

“Betcher lifeit’s worth walking to.”

“Beats all, don’t it,” said the S.A. to his
friend, “those motorcycle fellows go every-
where all the time, and the best of it is they
always get there. Once when I was stuck in
the mud near Portland and making prepara-
tions to sleep there for the night, a bunch of
them went streaking down the railroad ties,
and I've always wondered whether they
sidetracked the ShastaLimited so they could
get by.”

“You said something,” said we as we
hurried home to the hot dinner.

ught to you by
um of Mowrcyclme
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SPOKANE CHAPTER REPORT BY ARLIS E1KINS

i alll It's February and supposed to be the

dead of winter, but it’s hard to tell. One day

it’s freezing out, then the next it’s almost 50

degrees. Heck, can’t decide to pull the bike
down and fix the problems or just go for a ride.
Well enough about the weather. The chapter has
been real busy getting ready for our swap meet
coming up in April. Sounds like we will have a little
of the neew and a little of the old. Have Eric from
All Sport thinking about bringing out the new

reycle

l.uw Offices of R

* Free Legol Consultation
s No Recovery = No Fee
* We make House Calls

* Also Auto Accidents

A

ICHARD M.

= 110 Offices Throughout North America

« Attorneys in Every State and Province Who Ride
* No Fee on Motorcyde Damage Recovery

g\"‘ Criminal Ddonse Nationwide

Victory from Polaris to the swap meet. Also got
Spokane Yamaha/Triumph thinking about doing
the same. Sounds like we well have 3 or 4 people
going to Train the Trainer Class in South Tacoma.
Let’s not forget to work on the Helmet Bill. Talk to
you all again next month

Thank You,

Arlis Elkins, No 14884
Chapter Coordinator

- - i . a
I-ES'ER Founder, Aid 10 Injured Motorcyclists
24 Hours - Toll Free (B00D) 53 I-2424

(800) ON-A-BIKE

Call for Your
New ALM.
Card with

Lost Key At
e,

| Aﬂiﬁmﬂd Wclshinglon Offices to Serve You

ATTENTION ABATE OF WASHINGTON MEMBERS: 1 Acitioermicht networs o & 181 1#mie » -
Sorm 3 scmdxnd pecian o e W N e moksrcle st st by 1
ol W oy Ly DGy S o b RS w Mationol Conliton of Mook
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A www.abate.ieway.
e “f‘i"pokane Interstate Fairgrounds
© 8 199
thing and everything relating to Motorcycles
es for Sale, Parts and aftermarket Accessories,
C

t Clothiﬁg, Leather, Patches, Pins , Memorabilia
and much more!
-Admission-

Member $5.00 Non-Member $6.00

From 9:00 Am To 4:00 PM Sunday

"V"VVV"YYVVV""VYYVVVVVY"VVV"VV"VVVYV"V"VV YA a A aYa e a a2 aYaYaa aYa aVa¥aVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVaVal,

Bike Show & Shine Entry Form

Address _
City State ____pZip’ = . "= Phone

Show & Shine Motorcycle Category:

-~ Stock __Mild Custom __Radical Custom __ Import __ Import
!

Vendors Please Call Arlis 509-324-9111 or write him at elkins@ieway.;:om
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CeNnTRAL WA CriapTer REPORT BY Ric BRIGHT

ast month, I asked more chapter members

to make the meeting. At our Feb meeting we

had 50 plus members. Great Job CWC. So, It

looks like we will be moving our meeting
site next month. Don't know yet where? Many
chapters wonder why, no one from other chapters
come to their events? Two months ago, a wife of a
Bandito member was injured and we sent money to
help and attended a benefit. At last months
meeting, 5 Banditos and 2 Amigos attended our
meeting, to show us they where returning our
support. I want to thank them for doing so. We
exchanged event info and will attend some of their
events and they will attend some of ours. (It works
the same way between other ABATE chapters, or at
least it should) At the meeting I had the flu and
was a little abrupt. If I offended anyone I am sorry,
I was not feeling well. Also, I made a joke towards
the Banditos, no one has asked me to apologize but
I am sorry if anyone felt I disrespected.

The chapter had 11 members attend Black
Thursday, and although I was again disappointed in
the overall attendance, CWC gets my thanks and
gratitude. In the 3 districts we represented, 7 of
the 9 reps either voted with or sponsored our bill,
one wouldn't really listen but one that was against
us last year, came our way a little more and
promised not too work against us this year. SO WE
ARE STOKED here in Central WA. Again great job!
This last week a friend of mine and a long-time
ABATE member, died of heart failure. Although he

was an old-time, cantankerous, bullheaded,
STUBBORN PAIN IN THE ASS, he was my friend. He
started me in ABATE, took me on my first poker
run and several after that. He won more prizes &
50/50 drawings, that should of been mine, than I
care to count. He worked security on and off for
years. He helped plant the seed in my heart about
what being a biker is really about. He taught me
about riding better, about staying alive, having fun,
being involved, working for the state. Who knows
how many others he influenced? As for me, I know
we are all better off for the efforts of those
influenced by him. His impact can not be counted,
but that doesn't matter. Sometimes I just wanted
to muzzle him and lock him in a closet. But, now
that he is gone, myself and others will miss him.
But he is not ever forgotten. He will live on in the
things he added to and made better. He will live on
in the hearts of those he affected ... I will miss you
SIDE-CAR, but we will meet again on the open road.

Rich Bright, No 13860
Chapter Coordinator, Chapter Rep 1

PS, Larry his brother doesn't have enough money
to bury him. Side-Car, a Veteran of Vietnam,
forgotten by his country, can't afford to bury
himself. So it falls on us. They need $1800. I don't
have all the particulars, but if you want to donate,
there will be a jar at the swap meet ar‘nd two
sidecars for sale. Or call me. THANKS!

LEATHER MAIDS
TAILORING

U

n
LEATHER

Ella Hauge
425-828-3967

Alterations * Repairs * Restyles
11844 NE 90th Street * Kirkland, WA 98033
Hours: Tues — Fri, 9am to Spm

Sat by Appointment Only
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POWDER COATING INC.

crailg ® cn'l‘t!
CUSTOM POWDER COATING % METAL WORKS
425-743-4393 ) FAX 425-349-5735

Suite# 7 By Appointment
11324 Mukilteo Speedway In-House Welding
Mukilteo, WA 98275 GMAW & GTAW
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SCOOTER TRAMP
MARCH SERVICE

 SPECIAL

Don’t wait for the sun to shine
Get your service done now
So you can RIDE when the sun comes

5,000 MILE SERVICE

LABOR: $125.00
includes:
FREE - Engine Oil
FREE- Oil Filter
FREE - Transmission Fluid
a SAVINGS of ' up to $25.00

10,000 MILE SERVICE

LABOR:

FX, XL $285.00
FL, FLSTC, FLH $310.00
FLHTC, FLHTCH $340.00

|
-

includes:
FREE - Engine Oil FREE - Primary Fluid
FREE- Oil Filter FREE - Spark Plugs
FREE - Transmission Fluid FREE - Fork Oil
FREE - Points FREE - Condensor

a SAVINGS of up to $55.00

CALL NOW FOR AN APPOINTMENT: 253-535-0430

2702 East 112th Street, Tacoma, WA 98445
Sale good from March 1, 1999 through March 31, 1999
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WE'RE SECONDS FROM JAIL

Féf‘sonal Che'ck-:é;_;
Collect Calls
Payment Pla

| Cred:t Cards
“We' Make House

Superior» Municipal' Dlstrlct & Federal Appeal”
* % * ALL BONDS * » %

We Also Do Immigration Bonds

1-800-477-3554

FR E E PROFESSIONAL, CONFIDENTIAL BAIL CONSULTATION
Lic# SIGNABB059JR 925 Tacoma Ave. S. Tacoma, WA 98402 I:l
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A CrLEBRATION OF Lire

BY JO BRENEMAN

aturday, jJanuary 30, 1999 was a special

day. It was the day chosen to celebrate the

life and times of Sandy Scott at a memorial

service in Richland, WA. A life short in years,
but long in guts and gumption. What followed was
a royal gathering of many who had a few beers on
you know who, Yep! Sandy Scott. Large amounts of
yummy food were prepared and spread on the pool
table at The Village in Kennewick. As such events of
this nature go, Sandy's memorial service and wake
were surely a class act.

The formal memorial service was packed with
family and loved ones. Many stood up to share a
story or fond memory of life with Sandy "The
Squash Lady" Scott.

As spoken by those who stood up, to celebrate
:andy one must, without a doubt, speak of her
positive attitudes: hope, faith, love of laughter and
will to live. These positive attitudes were not
merely moods for Sandy, but biochemical realities
that prolonged her life and helped her to combat
cancer. Sandy prolonged her life through such

exceptional qualities and. in the process, bolstered

the lives of many others.

Through hopes and dreams, Sandy planned for
the future. Her hopeful outlook strengthened hope
for others, too. :

Through faith in God and medical science,
Sandy demonstrated courage and spirit. When
confronted with the grim facts and figures
associated with lung cancer and it’s bodily invasion,
Sandy responded with a fierce determination to
overcome it. She courageously fought the dreaded
disease and finally, courageously let go.

With love of laughter, Sandy could turn tears of
fear to tears of joy. She reinforced the old line
"laughter is the best medicine”. Tumor humor
always helps to lighten the darkness of cancer.
Sandy’s will to live was immense. She was

determined to get the best possible out of
everything. Her doctors provided the best that
modern medicine had to offer and Sandy enhanced
it with fight and fortitude: the will to live.

Hope, faith, love of laughter and a strong will
to live offered Sandy no promise of immortality.
Such qualities are most assuredly proof only of her
uniqueness as a woman. Hope, faith, love of
laughter and a will to survive gave Sandy the
opportunity to experience full growth, even under
the grimmest circumstances. The clock provided
only a technical measurement of how she lived. Far
more real than the ticking of time is the way she
opened up the minutes and invested them with
meaning.

For some, death is the ultimate tragedy in life.
Perhaps the ultimate tragedy is to die without
discovering the possibilities of full growth. Sandy
strove to make those discoveries and she
demonstrated in her approach to life that the
approach of death need not be denial of that
growth. Denying the approach of death was
actually what allowed Sandy to grow. ;

Celebrate, growth, hope, love, strength and

Celebrate the Life of Sandy Scott
1949-1999
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Nomn SNotomMisi COUNTY CHAPTER REPORT
BY MELANIE BLOWERS

Gearing up for the riding season!
orth Snohomish County Chapter members
are gearing up for the riding season. Plans
are in the works for the second annual Run
to the Blues July 16-18 that is sponsored by
our chapter. We hope that all of you reading this
will join us. Watch for the fliers and reminders in
future newsletters. Jim has another new bike.
Someday Harley Davidson will make a bike that Jim
will keep longer than 12 months. He didn't own the
old bike long enough to ride it to Spring Opener!

Our chapter is experiencing growing pains and
transitioning the new officers. Thanks to everyone
that has been patient with us "newbies" as we
struggle and learn. We would like to thank Donna
Bryant for all of the years that she volunteered or
was volunteered to take minutes, do membership
and newsletters and everything else that needed to
be done. I hope that she will continue to contribute
as we grow and learn.

Melanie Blowers, No 15631

SWAP MEET AND BIKE SHOW
Saturday, May 15, 1999
‘ Benton/Franklin Fairgrounds
- mg(()); fat Kennewick, WA
586683 10 AM - 5PM

i $5 Admission

. V Swappers . Bikers & Bikes

. Food . Music

Fun E
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CLASSIFIED ADS

A free service to current members of
ABATE of Washington

FOR SALE - 1972 Ford Torino, 302 V8, 2
door, AT, PS, PB, excellent interior, runs
great. $980 OBO. Bruno 360-897-8647

FOR SALE - 1978 Tahiti 16’ run-about,
130 hp Mercury w/power trim, trailer
included, $5000 invested, $3200 or
serious offer. Bruno 360-897-8647

FOR SALE - Oak Dining Room Set 48”

FOR SALE - 55 gallon aquarium/terrarium
on rustic wooden cabinet. Very attractive and
lots of useful storage room. Asking $150.
Call Doc and Diana at 253-589-5520 or 253-
589-5606.

FOR SALE - Coleman cargo trailer. Holds

« a lot, pulls behind a bike great, $150 OBO,

253-841-3891.

FOR SALE - (see picture below) 1983 HD
XLX 1000, laced wheels, dual front disc
brakes, 3.2 gal tank, 2 up seat, 2 inch
shotguns, highway cam and gears, stand,
manual and original parts. A trophy winner

all for $5600. Call D. Hemphill at 509-453-

FOR SALE - Very Nice 1979 Harley
Davidson 1000cc Sportster. This bike has
extras which include: Lots of custom chrome!
Soft black leather zip on and off bags with
chrome highlights Front leather tool bag HD
cover Windshield Electronic ignition Floor
boards to rest your feet on comfortably
Double seat with high back’ All for just
$6,500 360-456-3237 (Lacey)

FOR SALE - Heavy-duty motorcycle
loading ramp, wide enough & strong
enough to ride (or push) a full dresser into
your truck bed. Made from non-skid
industrial metal stair tread material. 7.5’
long, 2° wide. Plenty of room for your

6197 Yakima

feet. You can’t fall off this ramp while

round w/2ft drop leaf, 4 chairs w/cushions,
$400. WANTED - Set of fender skirts for
1950 Ford 2 door Coupe. Call Phoneman
253-572-7156

FOR SALE - '85 FLHTCU, excellent
condition, 55k miles, $10,400. Call Red
253-833-7092 Auburn

loading a bike, $100. Mailman 253-474-
7739.

FOR SALE - Original stock seat off ‘97 XL
1200, $75, Mustang tour seat 96-98 Dyna
convert $125. William Lytle 253-759-9532
Tacoma

“BeLLINcHAM CHAPTER REPORT BY DAVE CHESSON

hough the days are beginning to get longer,
the rain appears to come just as often and
as hard as usual. In Bellingham, we are still
here as a chapter, even though like the sun,
we have been out of view for awhile. Nevertheless,
we are still hard at work as a unified and dedicated
ABATE chapter.” Last month we sent two
representatives from our chapter to meet with our
legislators in Olympia. By the end of the day they
had met with Senator Georgia Gardner, and 42nd

District Representatives Doug Erickson and Kelly

Linville. They all appeared to be willing to stand
behind us though nagging questions still exist. One
thing that stood out was compliments on the
professional representation from the chapters. We
would like to thank all that participated, especially
those that year after year have dedicated a lot of
their own time to this cause. We know who you are,
and we thank you. In other recent news, the
Bellingham Chapter would like to let everyone

L.mow that Willy James (member #44-5) one of the

original Bellingham chapter members, is back from
his nine-year vacation with the federal government.
Willy isn’t moving around too much yet, but he can
always be found at the V-Twin in Custer. He is
happy to be back home, and looks forward to
seeing all his ole (not old) friends again. Last but
not least, we recently had elections that have
brought several changes to our structure. One of
which is Todd Markle, who has stepped down as
Chapter Coordinator. Todd has worked very hard
for all of us for many years now, and has decided
it'’s time to pass the torch. We all want to pass our
heart felt gratitude and thanks to Todd for his
wisdom, dedication, hard work, and of course, his
friendship. While Marge Dannenmiller has been
elected to his post, Todd will stay on in charge of
Safety. Thanks Todd! Well that should be enough
for now. We all look forward to seeing you in the
sun very soon!

Dave Chesson, #14826
Chapter Newsletter, Quartermaster
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- 8904 South Tacoma Way
Lakewood, WA 98499

& (253) 581-3220
1-800-972-3572

Store Hours: 10am - 6pm
7days-a-week

Riding Leathers
Jackets ¢ Vests ¢ Chaps ¢ Pants ¢ efc.

Accessories
Wallets ¢ Belts « Headwraps ¢ Goggles
Gloves * Saddle Bags * Helments ¢ etc.

Casual Leathers
Jackets ¢ 3/4 Coats ¢ Long Coats

Get a 10% discount
with this flyer

Through March 31, 1999

Bath St

i

Steilacoom Blvd.

Dm g e
Aepp eWOOR] 05

Sl

EAGLE LEATHER CO
96th Street e ety rsdepere. o raae ool b ekt S e
Lk ‘Check us out on the internet
= www.eagleleather.com
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UNDERSTANDING CLOBAL FIARMONIZATION OF

MOTORCYCLE MANUFACTURING STANDARDS
BY MaRK BUCKNER ~ PRESIDENT, MOTORCYCLE RIDERS FOUNDATION

You have heard me speak of ‘the ‘global
harmonization" standards, and what the
European bikers are dealing with. This is in the
current MRF Reports, and I think it is the best,
most concise, and "in English" explanation of what
is going on. I hope it can run in the newsletter ...
With NHTSA on board we can count on this
moving across the pond. - Karen Bolin

ver the last several years, global
harmonization of motorcycle
manufacturing standards has become a

hot topic in motorcyclists' rights circles.

™ a nutshell, harmonization means manufacturers
k dl likely be required to comply with set standards
on, among other things, allowable noise and
exhaust (gas) emissions, horsepower limits and
anti-tampering devices such as 'shear bolts', which
are designed to break off if the consumer attempts
to remove them. Just in case you're wondering, the
concept - behind shear bolts and other anti-
tampering devices is to ensure that the consumer
is unable to modify parts of the motorcycle such as
the exhaust system.

While many activists in the U.S. have heard
about harmonization of standards, there still
seems to be quite a bit of confusion as to what it
really means. For instance, some people are asking
if it means we'll all be riding homogenized
motorcycles in the future, wherein one
manufacturer's product will look, sound and
perform very much like the others. Or, does
harmonization mean that riders will have to pay
substantially more for a new bike regardless of who
they buy it from? Where do the original equipment
manufacturers (OEMs) stand, and how does
standardization of motorcycle manufacturing fit
into overall global economics?

Perhaps the best place to start when trying to
understand all of this is with the manufacturers
themselves. In April of 1997, the first international
motorcyclists' rights convention was held in
Luxembourg. One of the featured speakers at the
convention was Mr. Tim Hoelter, a Harley-Davidson
vice president who also serves as the president of
the International Motorcycle Manufacturers
Association. During his presentation, Mr. Hoelter
made it clear that Harley-Davidson feels

harmonization of standards is coming

P.O. BOX 1808, WASHINGTON, DC 20013
(202) 546-0983 * FAX (202) 546-0986 * HTTP:/WWW.MRF.ORG

® 1300+

whether motorcyclists want it or not, and
that Harley-Davidson is preparing for that
eventuality. Other major OEMs including
Honda, BMW, Yamaha, Suzuki and Kawasaki
apparently share this sentiment. While it can
R, be argued that harmonization of standards
offers both pros and cons for large
manufacturers, the OEMs feel that -if given
@ enough time - they can comply with
global standards while substantially
_improving their bottom line. In order to
(Continued on page 44)
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see why, we need to look at what standardization
means in terms of actually building and selling
motorcycles.

Currently, all of the OEMs have multiple
assembly lines. Those different lines build bikes for
the American market (meeting American
standards), for the European
market (meeting European
standards), and so on. Through
standardization, the OEMs
would realize major savings in
manufacturing costs by utilizing
one assembly line setup versus
two, three or more. Every bike
rolling off an assembly line
could then be sold anywhere in
the world as opposed to only
being acceptable in a limited

“In many cases the most stringent

requirement being employed at the time a
global standard is under consideration is
the one eventually adopted into the
standard. In other words, if the European
Union has adopted the most stringent
noise emission level in the world, it is
likely that those levels would be imposed

the market. But generally speaking, a._
manufacturers want global harmonization."

There is a potential downside for
manufacturers. Initially, the OEMs may have to go
through some retooling of manufacturing assembly
lines and training of employees in new
manufacturing processes.
Additionally, an OEM's lack of
expertise in ‘meeting noise and
exhaust emission regulations
may require some companies to
invest significant resources into
redesign of fuel, engine and
exhaust components. However,
those factors may be fairly easy
for some OEMs to deal with.
According to Erwin Renette,
President of FEMA, "If the

marketplace. Even more| on motorcycles sold in the United States, |worldwide standard is an
importantly, because all models Asid and Australia. existing standard, such as the
coming off the line would bel—-—u—oH — one currently endorsed by the
built to global standards, ~ European Union, then those
manufacturers would only have changes will be easier *

to go through the ‘type

approval procedure' once, as opposed to the
multiple approvals currently required for each
model a manufacturer builds. By building to a
global standard manufacturers would significantly
reduce the amount of testing they'd have to go
through to gain approvals, and the amount of red
tape they'd have to deal with in order to sell their
product in a particular market. This would
represent a vast saving for the large-scale
manufacturer.

Those increased profit margins wouldn't
necessarily apply in equal measure to medium sized
manufacturers such as Triumph and Ducati. These
OEMs would benefit in the same way as their larger
competitors, although not at the same monetary
levels. Remarking on this point, Simon Milward,
General Secretary of the Federation of European
Motorcyclists Associations (FEMA) stated, "The cost
benefits of a single, worldwide standard means
more to the large manufacturer than the small
simply because the big guys control the majority of

Pact 44

execute. One standard does not™
mean by default that all production needs to be
altered, and obviously, all motorcycle
manufacturers will lobby hard to get a favorable
standard.”
Still, it is likely that OEMs would have to meet at
least some requirements that are difficult to

achieve given their present method of
manufacture.  This means that as a group,
manufacturers would want a 'grace period,

wherein they would be required to meet certain
portions of the standard by a fixed date - say in
two years time - and be in complete compliance by
a date further down the road. Allowing such
graduated compliance is commonplace in most
standards.

Likewise, California has much stricter exhaust
emission requirements on motorcycles sold in that
state than does any other state in America. The
proponents of those requirements (the California
Air Resources Board, or CARB) are now pushing for

(Continued on page 45"

e




\ _© one standard and selling those

Marcti 1, 1222

ABATE oF WasHINGTON NEWSLETTER

VoLume 21, Issue 3

—(Continued from page 44)
further restriction of allowable exhaust emissions
which could make the California regulation one of
the most stringent in the world. Does this mean
that under standardization everyone in the world
wanting to purchase a new motorcycle would have
to buy a bike that meets the California exhaust
requirements? Quite possibly, it does.

If many of the arguments in favor of global
harmonization of motorcycle manufacturing
‘standards sound familiar, keep in'mind that these
are the same points being made regarding the
manufacture of everything from automobiles to
appliances. Manufacturers of all sorts of products,
as well as governmental entities, see harmonization
of manufacturing standards as a wonderful thing.
A recent press release from the American
Motorcyclist Association (AMA) explains, "The
driving force behind the harmonization of vehicle
standards is to eliminate regulatory barriers to
free trade. Government and industry leaders are
* positively giddy over the idea of building products
products
worldwide.” This all sounds very nice and cozy for
some, but where does it'leave the consumer?

Let's start by answering some questions about
the bikes themselves. Will they all look, sound and
perform pretty much the same? The answer to this
question is, not necessarily. Robert Rasor, Vice
President of Government Relations for the AMA
says, 'I don't think this will mean that we will all be
buying basically the same machine. I think it will
place greater demands on OEM engineers and
perhaps the technology will evolve along similar
lines, but that doesn't necessarily translate into
'look alike’ motorcycles that perform the same. A
global standard will challenge both cosmetic and
engine designers to establish individual corporate
identities. I believe there will be clear distinctions
among OEMs as well as products. You only have to
look at recent changes in the BMW product line to
see this."

Speaking strictly of noise emissions, however, if
all manufacturers are required to adhere to a
-ertain decibel level then all motorcycles rolling off

the line will sound very much alike, which is to say
they'll make almost no noise when idling and very
little when running. More importantly, reducing
noise - not only at the tailpipe but also coming
from the engine itself - could mean a reduction in
engine power for some models. Technological
advances may overcome those power losses, but at
what cost? Simon Milward took this view of things,
saying, "I think it is actually the 'type' of machine
that will be limited. The death of air-cooled
motorcycles remains possible depending on how far
manufacturers have to go to achieve certain noise
levels. From an exhaust emissions standpoint, all
future motorcycles could well be fuel-injected with
three way catalytic converters and anti-tampering
measures.

Now let's look at potential price increases for
consumers. Remember that in order to maintain
engine power while manufacturing to tight noise
and exhaust emission regulations, OEMs will need
to go through researcE and development. For
OEMs to meet the requirements of the standard,
varying degrees of redesign of engine components,
retooling of assembly lines and training of
employees must take place. In some cases, redesign
will also result in a higher overall cost of the
components required to manufacture the
motorcycle. All of these increased expenses on the
part of the OEM will be passed along to the
consumer. In an ideal world, we as consumers
would like to think that as an OEM's production
costs went down those savings would be passed

~along to us. Realistically, OEMs tend to think of

this in terms of future price increases being less
severe than they have been in the past. The
bottom line is motorcycles manufactured under a
global standard will almost certainly carry a higher
sticker price. '

Now let's assume for a moment that you've just
bought a brand new 2008 model. Because of
harmonization of standards, your bike comes fitted
with catalytic converters and emits no more than
eighty decibels of noise. To what extent can you
customize it? Can you change over to a different

(Continued on page 47)
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\(Contr'nued from page 45)
exhaust system? Can you make mechanical changes
to the fuel system, or to the engine itself?

The answer to these questions will ultimately
depend on the type of anti-tampering measures
required by the standard and on local regulations.

- At present this is a gray area, meaning no one
knows exactly what to expect. It is possible that the
amount of customizing a consumer could do would
fall under the control of local authorities, meaning
riders may be able to customize certain portions of
their bikes. Under this scenario,
Americans may be able to make
some modifications that
Europeans could not, and vice
versa. Robert Rasor stated,
"Maintaining consumer mechanics
by influencing anti-tampering
proposals should be of concern to
all riders. So far these measures
have not grossly affected the

“>sign of medium and large

“<asplacement motorcycles, but we

should watch for proposals that Information Superhighway™
www.mrf.org

Motorcycle Riders Foundation
.0, Box 1808, Washington, OC 20013- 1808
2025460581 / lax 202-546-0986

will effect exhaust gas and noise
emissions. These are coming."
Depending on the amount of
anti-tampering measures included in the standard,
the cost of replacement parts and maintenance
could go up substantially. If riders are required to
have a motorcycle shop perform maintenance
because anti-tampering measures keep them from
doing the job themselves, they would then be stuck
paying shop rates and may be forced to buy OEM
parts. That is not to say that the OEMs favor anti-
tampering devices in general. In fact,
manufacturers are hoping the United States
government will not buy inté some of the more
restrictive measures being considered in Europe.
How anti-tampering measures are implemented
into a global standard and how individual
governments enforce those measures could have an
adverse affect on after-market suppliers. Many
Furopeans already face the prospect of not being
. le to modify their bikes, or to use any

component (tires, carburetor, exhaust, etc.) other
than those which came as original manufacturer's
equipment. It is possible that local regulations
could be placed on consumers to ensure that the
motorcycles operating on the road remain as
manufactured.

Through organizations such as the MRF, the
AMA and FEMA, motorcyclists can and do have a
voice in all of this. Keep in mind, however, that
other groups are working to influence the process
as  well, .including safety agencies and
environmental organizations not
supportive of motorcyclists' issues.
Those who believe government
should do more to protect people
from themselves through mandated
safety laws - and those who believe
- stringent environmental regulations
for motorcycles must be enacted -
are looking at harmonization as a
way to bring more restrictive laws to
the United States. They are looking
at issues such as leg protectors and
airbags for motorcycles, and
ridiculously low noise emission levels.
Dr. Ricardo Martinez of the National
Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) has stated, "The
opportunity here is to improve safety by finding
the best practices (among nations) and speeding
them to the American public."

Global harmonization of motorcycle
manufacturing standards is coming. Our job is to
make sure the interests of motorcyclists are taken
into consideration, and to protect motorcycling
from overly restrictive regulations.

Good papers to read on this subject: "From
Europe to the United States” by Simon Milward,
FEMA; "Local to Global: Our Government Relations
Future” by Ed Youngblood, AMA (both of these
papers appear in the "MRF White Papers, Volume
5"). I'd also like to thank Steve Zimmer (MRF), Rob
Rasor (AMA) and Erwin Renette (FEMA) for their
input and assistance.

Mark Buckner
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Const 10 ConsT Biker NEws
CompILED AND Enitep By BrL Bisi, NCOM

THE AIM/NCOM NEWS SERVICE is brought to you
by Aid to Injured Motorcyclists and the National
Coalition of Motorcyclists, and is sponsored by the
Law Offices of Richard M. Lester. For more
information, call us at (800) ON-A-BIKE

VIRGINIA CIRCUIT COURT DECLARES HELMET LAW
UNCONSTITUTIONAL! After months of police
harassment, on January 21, 1999, bikers finally
won a major court decision in Virginia! What
started out as simple helmet tickets winds up
getting the Virginia helmet law declared
unconstitutional by the Rockingham County Circuit
Court (Superior Court in many States) on the basis
that the statute is void for vagueness.

In the Spring of ’98 officers of the

arrisonburg Police Department began a series of
‘ticket and confiscate” against anyone found
wearing what they felt was an illegal (“beanie™)
helmet.

Motorcyclists were stopped not for traffic
violations but for wearing what looked like the
helmets the officers saw in the NHTSA training film
“FAKE HELMETS” (this film was produced with the
help of the Maryland State Police and your tax
dollars), and riders would be issued helmet
citations and the police would confiscate their
helmets.

As soon as my law office was contacted about
this practice, I (Virginia AILM. attorney Tom
McGrath) wrote the Chief of Police and the City
Attorney protesting the confiscations of so-called
“unapproved” helmets and it was stopped — I also
filed a Virginia Freedom of Information Act
request, and that’s when I found out that the
police training had consisted of watching the
NHTSA video and reading the NHTSA safe helmet
Srochure. Eventually, I would represent several of
—he motorcyclists involved and all of the cases were

dismissed. However there was one biker, Francis
Michael Collins (“Tweeter”), who had already been
found guilty so I had him appeal to the Circuit
Court. Once in the Circuit Court, a Motion to
Dismiss was filed along with a Memorandum
arguing that our statute is unconstitutional
because the average citizen is not told what the
standard is for a helmet in Virginia - our state
statute requires that a helmet meet D.O.T., ANSI or
Snell standards.

The Court without an opinion granted my
motion and dismissed the case on the basis that
the statute as written is unconstitutional. What
this decision means is that in Rockingham County
the law is unconstitutional. This decision, while
not controlling in other jurisdictions, is something
which gives us a big leg up. Next year they, the
safety nuts, will have to try getting a new statute
passed, and I think that’s when we will have the
best chance of defeating the helmet law altogether.
Remember that this is an election year, and this is
when all bikers need to get out and work for the

ccandidates who will vote against any new bill. That

way, if we have the votes in the House or Senate,
we can defeat any amendment or new helmet
legislation.

I'll keep doing my part around the. State, and I
expect to get more courts on line. So, now I've
gotten the decision we've all been waiting for, and
the safety nuts will now have to get a new law
enacted, so get out there and get active!

As usual, this ALM. attorney handled all these
cases on a pro bono (FREE) basis including the
court reporter fees and travel expenses. That’s just
one of the ways that I and other Aid to Injured
Motorcyclists attorneys throughout the country
give back to the motorcycling community that
supports us. Tom McGrath, Virginia A.LM. Attorney
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(Continued from page 49)

PENNSYLVANIA REINTRODUCES HELMET -REPEAL
- LEGISLATION . Regrouping from a disappointing
governor’s veto of their helmet repeal bill,
Pennsylvania bikers have rejuvenated their efforts
to ride free and have introduced companion bills in
the House and Senate. Both bills have reportedly
been reviewed by the governor’s staff and meet
with Governor Tom Ridge’s approval. Ridge vetoed
S.B. 279 last December because he disagreed with
repealing the state’s eye protection law, which was
inadvertently included in the legislation. Ridge
openly pledged his support of freedom of choice
for adult motorcyclists, however, and according to
Charlie Umbenhauer, Legislative Coordinator for
ABATE of Pennsylvania, “This legislation appears to
be on the fast track.”

Indeed, HB 568, introduced again this session by
Representative Teresa Forcier, already has 73 co-
sponsors. Senator Clarence Bell's bill, SB 241, was
introduced and referred to the Senate
Transportation Committee on February 1, 1999,
and currently has 18 co-sponsors.

Also important to note, Senator Roger Madigan is
now chairman of the Senate Transportation
Committee and is also a co-sponsor of SB 241. In
the past, Senator Doyle Corman chaired the
committee and opposed any efforts to reform the
helmet law.

Good luck to ABATE of Pennsylvania, the
Pennsylvania Coalition of Motorcyclists and all
riders’ rights activists in the Keystone State in
their quest: for freedom of the road. National
Coalition of Motorcyclists. (NCOM)

LOUISIANA OPENS HOV LANES ON GNO BRIDGE
TO MOTORCYCLES Thanks to the work of an
ABATE of Louisiana member, Ken Behr, the
Louisiana Department of Transportation, Crescent
City Connection, has revised its administrative rule
and will now allow motorcycles the use of the High
Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes on GNO Bridge.
Behr advised Executive Director Alan LeVasseur in a
letter that President Clinton signed TEA-21 into
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law last year, which in part gives motorcycles
access to all federally funded roads. “Reversing the
administrative decision regarding the HOV lanes
promptly is not only federal law, it is fair,” said
Behr, who concluded, “I hope that this is the
beginning of a framework of communications
between the Crescent City Connection and
motorcyclists.” ABATE of Louisiana

SUPREME COURT RULES IN FAVOR OF PRIVACY A
debate that was raging in the U.S. Supreme Court
has ended in favor of privacy. The High Court has

decided to rule against giving police blanket

authority to search people and their cars without
consent after ticketing them for routine violations.
“It does seem an enormous amount of authority to
put into the hands of the police,” Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg said. “We do have constitutional
checks because we’re not always sure that the
police will exercise good judgment.”

The debate began when Patrick Knowles took
his case to trial arguing that his rights werr

Ballard
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violated after he had been stopped for speeding in
Newton, Towa on March 6, 1996. After receiving a
speeding ticket, the office searched Knowles and his
car’s passenger compartment and found marijuana.
Knowles argued that his Fourth Amendment rights
against unreasonable searches were violated by the
search.

Knowles was sentenced to 90 days in jail after
Iowa courts allowed the marijuana to be used as
evidence against him. The Supreme Court ruled in
1973 that people can be searched by the police
after being arrested. It was citing a need to
preserve evidence and disarm suspects. But
Supreme Court Judge Rehnquist wrote that those
needs are not as great when someone is being
given a simple traffic citation. Associated Press (AP)

NEW YORK CLEANING CREW TRASHES NEW LAWS
While tidying up in a state office building recently,
a cleaning crew did what many New Yorkers wish
they could do with new state laws -- they threw

hem away! The stack of 23 laws, which had
g>—|;re:viously been passed by local governments across
the state, were mistakenly pitched by maintenance
workers cleaning in a Department of State office in
Albany. A department spokesman says the laws
were left on a filing desk in the office and were
evidently mistaken for wastepaper. AP

GLOBALIZATION The biggest threat facing us
today is not necessarily from our Government. It
may very well be the EUROPEAN THREAT. The
strictest standards will become the world
standards.

Developing a new bike is very expensive; having
to research all the different versions is even more
expensive. At present they have to produce many
different versions of the same bike to comply with
the different national laws. The industry wants a
GLOBAL STANDARD, so that they only have to
produce one version, thereby lowering production
costs. There are 300,000 new bikes sold in the USA
each year, and 1,000,000 new bikes sold in Europe.
Which standard to you think will apply?

For those who think that State Rights

Organizations only fight helmet laws, think again.
The proposed construction standards ban: air-
cooled engines, open chain drives, 2-strokes, and

‘tuning & customizing. They reduce power, and

increase fuel consumption by catalyzers. Medium/
long term threats in Europe include the following:
Vintage/classics banished to museums;
Constructions standards mandated;

Armored, high visibility clothing;

Open face helmets banned,;

Bike bans on certain roads, in certain areas or
when pollution levels rise;

Massive road tax increases;

Multi-stage licensing to ride a motorcycle.

Yes, and research continues, even today, on leg
protectors and air bags.

We need to begin preparing for this upcoming
battle NOW! Don't wait. Be prepared. The bike you
save may be your own. Rhode Island Motorcycle
Association (RIMA)

FEMA CITES ACCOMPLISHMENTS After reading the
article above regarding European motorcycling
threats, it’s important to take note of all the good
work that has been accomplished by the Federation
of European Motorcyclists (FEMA) since its
inception about a year ago. Following is their list of
achievements for 1998, which gives American
bikers further insight into what may soon be
crossing the Big Pond and coming to a
neighborhood near you:
Won campaign aim of equality of treatment with
car driving consumers in the Directive on the Legal
Protection of Designs (price and choice of spare/
repair parts.)
withdrawal of European Parliament call for
mandatory daytime headlights for all cars and
motorcycles.
Proposals to exclude motorcycles (and three
wheelers and historic vehicles) from the End of Life
(car recycling) Directive.
Participation in the formation of the European
Parallel Import Coalition (EPIC) in favor of lower
prices for consumers.

(Continued on page 52)
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 Cic HarBor CHAPTER REPORT By HANDYMAN -

anuary produced another successful Board
of Directors meeting (we had a quorum).
That’s two in a row! What’s the record?

I wish to comment on a difference of
opinion that was expressed at that Board meeting.
One side said that it's the people that are involved
that make ABATE what it is. The other side said
it’s the number of people that make it possible
because of their financial support. I believe that
ABATE’s success is a combination of those two
factors. It’s like a balloon. All of the air available
is useless unless there is considerable effort made
to apply it in the proper direction and to tie up
any loose ends.

» For whatever reason a person has to join
ABATE, that is their choice. I know that there are
many who bask in the glory of the effort of
others, and brag of the strength of numbers.
There are those who have done so much for the
organization but somehow lost their perspective
and want recognition for their effort. There are
those who whole-heartedly give whatever it takes,
without even expecting a thank you. There are
those who will continue our work after we are
gone, and they will be the same types of people
that made and make up ABATE yesterday and

AMA

AMERICAN MOTORCYCLIST ASSOCIAT:ON
Call TOLL FREE for

Membership Information

today. There will always be leaders, followers, has-
beens and wanna-bes.

There is a place for everyone in this
organization. I personally choose to be active at
chapter level. My effort has been rewarded by the
confidence of the chapter.. Whatever you have
done for your chapter, or for ABATE, your effort
is appreciated. If you're in it just for the ride, s
we'll ride together. If your recognition or reward
has not met your expectations, you haven’t given
whole-heartedly.

Ride Straight, Handyman, No 15004
Chapter Coordinator

(Continued from page 51)

Development of FEMA’s work in relevant United

Nations working parties concerning motorcycle
construction standards in liaison with other rider
groups around the world. Received positive
response from UN concerning motorcycle license
plate problem in Bosnia & Herzegovina.

100 bhp limit. Commissioner Martin Bangemann
refuses to remove possibility for national 100bhp
limits from EU Directive, even in light of a study
which did not support his view. Bangemann is
unlikely to remain as Commissioner next year.

With other organizations, achieved final victory
against Danish motorcycle trailer ban.

Global promotion of new non-slip road repair

Pace 02

material for use instead of slippery bitumen.
Proposals by European Parliament to reduce diesel
spillage in two Directives for commercial vehicles:
construction of fuel tanks® and random
roadworthiness checks. '

Secured Commission support for a study on rider-
friendly crash barriers to be carried out in 1999.
Presentation of European Commission-funded
report “Rider Training in Europe, the Views and
Needs of the Rider”.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY: “The ten of the future
will yet fight their way to many a liberty that we
do not even miss.” Max Stirner, 1845

AND THAT'S ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS!
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“CriapLaIN's CORNER BY REV. RaNCER Ric

THE FAREWELL SYMPHONY
he young musicians hired to play for the
Duke of Austria's summer festivities were
ready to go home. Summer was over and
they were tired, but the Duke kept them
there. :

The brilliant classical composer Franz Joseph

Haydn was sympathetic and offered to help them.

So he composed a unique symphony that began

with full orchestra. As the symphony progressed,

fewer instruments were included in the score. One
by one, as their parts were finished, the musicians
took their instruments and walked off the stage.

By the end of the composition, only two
musicians remained--the first and second violinists
playing a beautiful duet. The Duke got the point.
Shortly afterward, he sent the grateful musicians
ome. To this day Haydn's Symphony No. 45 is

<nown as "The Farewell Symphony."

God's people are part of another farewell
symphony. One by one, God is calling His people
home when their part is completed.
Philippians 1:19-26
19: For I know that this shall turn to my salvation
through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit
of Jesus Christ, 20: According to my earnest
expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall
be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always,
so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body,
whether it be by life, or by death. 21: For to, me to
live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22: But if I live in
the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet what I
shall choose I wot not. 23: For I am in a strait
betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be
with Christ; which is far better: 24: Nevertheless
to abide in the flesh is more needful for you. 25:
And having this confidence, I know that I shall
abide and continue with you all for your
furtherance and joy of faith; 26: That your
rejoicing may be more abundant in Jesus Christ
‘or me by my coming to you again.

We've all known servants of God who have left

-

the stage of this life. They're in a better place.
And one day, perhaps soon, the trumpet of God
will sound for all who believe on Him. What a day
of rejoicing that will be!

We grieve the death of those we love,

We miss their company;

But if they knew and loved the Lord,

Someday with them we'll be.

--Sper

(Excerpt from "Our Daily Bread" August 15, 1996)
2 Corinthians 5:6-8

6: Therefore we are always confident, knowing
that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are
absent from the Lord: 7: (For we walk by faith,
not by sight:) 8: We are confident, I say, and
willing rather to be absent from the body, and to
be present with the Lord

At death, God's people don't say "goodbye" but
"We'll see you later."

This last sentance sums it up, If you know
Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour then
Goodbye is never forever.

In Memory of
Sidecar Lloyd God
Bless you, Share
Bear, we're praying
for you!

Because of

God’s Grace

Rev. Ranger Ric
Asst. St. Chaplain
No 12589

Eph 1:16

. =
Qo:ar’Sﬁan Cfu5°6 o 6\)’ 3

Pe) pr
Preacher Mike Outreo

No 11129

Romans 14:7-9 Preacher Mike

€.0. Box 7192
Hennevick, WO 090336
5009-582-5803
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FrROM THE GUNNY'S Sack
BY CUNNY, OREGON AIM CHIEF OF STAFF

THE AIM/NCOM NEWS SERVICE is brought to you
by Aid to Injured Motorcyclists and the National
Coalition of Motorcyclists, and is sponsored by the
Law Offices of Richard M. Lester. For more
information, call us at (800) ON-A-BIKE.

999 has started with a BANG. Many of the

legislatures around the country that convene

only every other year are now in session,
including ours here in Oregon.

As is becoming the norm, all the different
groups think their agenda is the most important
and should receive the first consideration. Wrong!
The way it really works is the fastest with the
mostest. ' ‘

In Oregon we have two bills so far and we PRE-
filed them. That gives us a small head start and
that's the key. This year there are more pre-filings
than ever. The earlier filings get early
consideration. :

The first bill is, of course, our continuing
helmet law battle. Last session we made it to the
governor's desk and he in his infinite wisdom
vetoed us. Maybe this year we will have enough of
a majority that the veto can be overridden. That's
the goal.

Bill number two is repeal of the handlebar
height restrictions in our state. I think we have a
real shot at that because all that law really does is
give police another tool for harassment of
motorcyclists. We that ride know that handlebar
height has very little to do with proper control of
our machines. I don't see too big a problem getting
the measure passed in light of the handlebar
height on the old stingray bicycles. No one thought
anything about high bars when on a pedal bike. In
my mind it should be the same on a motorcycle. Of
course, for what it's worth, a person should to be
able to reach their bars from a relaxed sitting
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position on the scoot.

Here in Oregon our first BIKER DAY of the year
was more successful than I expected, given the
sloppy weather. We had about 20 bikes and about
sixty people show up. All in all it was a good day
for us but we need MUCH more support on the rest
of our planned biker days or we may not get far
with our proposed law changes. Biker Days are
organized by BikePAC, to get our people out to
their reps, to talk to ‘em right in their faces.
Calmly, pleasantly, politely, and persuasively. If you
can make it, give me a call (503-362-3767) or an e-
mail to AIMGunny@aol.com, and T'll get you the
details.

Our elected officials look at the support the:
see in the galleries of the capitol building af
many times vote accordingly. Fewer visible
supporters get fewer votes. Sixty or so
motorcyclists in leather showing up at these events
doesn't say as much about how valid our concerns
are, when there are well over a HUNDRED and
SIXTY-THOUSAND registered bikers in this state!

Oregon riders if you want the laws changed to
better serve our needs YOU are going to have to
get off your tush and help us just a little bit. I
would think your personal freedom would be worth
at least one day off work to get to the capitol and
show your support in this battle. That's enough of
me. Now we will get on to other news:

NEWS BITS'N PIECES: FLORIDA: Evel Knievel, the
well-known stunt rider, got his liver transplant
recently at a hospital here. Apparently he's doing
well and I'm sure he's pleased about that. The man
hurt himself in his stunt career far too often for
me to try it. Wow! More than 34 broken bones
from motorcycle crashes during his stunt life.
HARD way to make a living. '

-
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“¥rOENIX, AZ: It appears the American
heavy motorcycle industry is
something like 40,000 bikes short
of national needs each year, so
competitive bike ' manufacturers
are happily licking their chops
anticipating greater sales than
ever before. They intend to fill
that gap in available machines at
attractive prices and proven reliability. Some of
these heavy V-twin bikes can cost upwards of
$30,000.00. And yet the general public thinks of
bikers as people of little worth and n'er-do-wells
with a death-wish. That condition has been with me
most of the fifty years I've been riding. Amazingly
enough, I'm still around.

INDIA: Motorcycle sales here have for the first
time in history overtaken the sales of motor
scooters. Motorcycle sales stood at 870,000 units
while scooter sales were ten percent less at
792,000 units. Moped sales were at a low of

17,000 units this during the time period of April

jrough November 1998.

WASHINGTON STATE: Picked up on
<mclaws@UserHome.com> was this item of interest
to bikers of all persuasions. Apparently there is a
biker somewhere in WASHINGTON going to truck
driving school who happens to be a member of
ABATE. He asked his instructor if there was any
class time set aside for motorcycle awareness
instruction. The reply, in so many words, was that
it wasn't necessary. His opinion was expressed as:
Any dumb biker should have enough sense to look
out for trucks and he wasn't concerned about a
bunch of damn bikers and their brain bucket
issues. Cheryl Adams from Washington ABATE is
concerned about it and asked for advice as to how
to handle this serious problem.

A safety director from a large trucking
company in Arkansas responded, saying that the
State Motor Carrier Assn. in Washington should be
notified and the driving school identified and it
would get immediate attention. He also said that

*his sort of an instructor should NOT be teaching
s

drivers anything. What else wrong
W) might he be telling young new drivers?

SAM'S TIP'O THE MONTH: Sam
Hochberg spent a real tough week
in late January at the AIM
Attorney Conference, this year
P in Jamaica. About 30 of these
i guys got together, and
actually spent a lot of time talking
about how to better protect our rights in two
major areas - in injury claims against rotten
drivers and insurance companies, and against big
government intrusions -- both in terms of helmet
laws and other regulations, and about civil rights
issues, too. Sam got to give a talk, to share our
own experiences in Portland with our recent
victory against the Police’s "Criminal Gang"
designation law, as discussed in previous editions of
this here Gunny's Sack. I DID get it out of Sam that
these guys spent just a little time enjoying
themselves, too -- but I can't print any details. Sam,
of course, is our Oregon AIM (Aid to Injured
Motorcyclists) Attorney, and you can always catch
him at his computer at Sambikelaw@aol.com -
although he didn't take his laptop to jJamaica.
Office number for legal info is 503-224-1106, or 1-
800-347-1106. Sam'’s tip THIS month: Stay away
from that overproof rum, and don't buy no ganja,
mon, you go to jail.

GUNNY AGAIN: The AIM attorney in your state is
as close as your telephone and it's toll free. The
way it works is that you call the national number:
800-531-2424. All AIM attorneys will talk to you
free of charge. They ride, they handle bike wrecks
(or any other personal injury accidents), and most
will talk to you free about civil rights matters, too.
We now have AIM criminal attorneys (Aid to
INCARCERATED Motorcyclists) in most areas as
well. It doesn't cost a cent to get good legal advice
and AIM guys really care about your welfare. That's
my message -- and the other message is: Keep the
round side on the bottom.

Gunny, Oregon AIM Chief of Staff

Pace OO
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NATIONAL GOE.-EOE OF MOTORCYCLISTS
: 14th Annual
NCOM CONVENTION
: MAY 6-8, 1999
PHOENIX, ARIZONA

NCOM CONVENTION REGISTRATION FEE - ¢.0

Co=-flosted by ABATE aud MMA of Arizona & Anizena Canfederation of Mutorcyele Clubs

A WEEKEND OF LEARNING, NETWORKING & CAMARADERIE!
5 Seminars + Workshops ¢ Panel Discussions ¢ Socials 4 Special Guests
4 NCOM Board of Directors Meeting ¢ Legisiative Task Force Meeting
4 AIM Atlorey Conference + Regional Mestings + Patch Holders Meeting #

2 SILVER SPOKE AWARDS BANQUET SATURDAY EVENING!
Fw GOVERNMENT - New Maxico Stals Representative Rick Miera -+ MEDIA - Rip, Easynders Magazine
i LEGAL - Jos Egglesion. California/Arizona A1 M Alfoinay ¢ MEDICAL - Or. Gune Shafa:, MD
ART - Guggenheim Museun ¢ RON ROLOFF LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD - Swede Matzok. Washington
Ereedom Fighter & Richard Lester, Founder AIM & NCOM 4 Other Award Winners To Be Apnounced

For further information about the NCOM Convention, call Bill Bish at NCOM 1-(800)-525-5355
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